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Making tracks to make poverty history 



‘Diana-style’ memorials to 
be allowed in churchyards 



CYCLISTS from Oxford are 
preparing to cycle the 500 
miles to Edinburgh for the 
Make Poverty History rally 
outside the G8 summit this 
July. 

Organiser James Terry, who 
works at Oxfam, is cycling 
along with 25 other enthusi- 
asts - only one of whom has 
cycled that far before. 

The cyclists vary from stu- 
dents to some aged in their 
50s. 

The group are taking the 



scenic route and have allowed 
a week for the trip, which 
means they have to average a 
whopping 75 miles a day. 

James said: ‘I was inspired 
to go after I went to hear 
Nelson Mandela at a rally in 
London earlier this year. I 
wanted to take as active a role 
as possible in the campaign to 
Make Poverty History.’ 

Hundreds of churchgoers 
from the diocese are expected 
to make the journey to 
Edinburgh to gather outside the 



summit, where leaders of the 
world’s most powerful country 
meet to discuss debt relief and 
aid to the world’s poorest. 

The Bishop of Reading, the 
Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, and 
Jo Harries, wife of the Bishop 
of Oxford, are among those 
hoping to attend the rally. 
Thousands more from the 
region are expected to attend 
the Live 8 concerts organised 
by Bob Geldof. 

See pages 5 & 9 for more on 
the campaign. 



SPONTANEOUS memorials of 
mounds of flowers, soft toys 
and plants are to be allowed in 
churchyards in our diocese for 
the first time. 

Such memorials will be 
allowed to remain for up to 12 
months after a burial, in 
recognition of the growing 
wish of families to find more 
visible ways of commemorat- 
ing a loved one. Previously, 
there has been no right to 
leave such memorials on 
graves, and there have been 
cases where toys left by griev- 
ing parents on infant graves 
have been thrown away. The 
change recognises that such 
memorials are particularly 
appropriate in the case of 
young children, but says a time 
limit needs to be imposed to 
safeguard the needs of other 
families with graves to tend 
and those who look after the 
churchyard. 

‘We need to be pastorally 
sensitive to the needs of all the 
users of our churchyards - 
those who look after them as 
well as those who have family 
buried there, and this change to 
allow temporary ‘Diana-style’ 
memorials will do that,’ said 
Canon John Rees, the registrar 
for the Diocese of Oxford. 

Such spontaneous memori- 
als were widely seen after the 
death of Princess Diana, and 
this way of commemorating 



loved ones has grown in pop- 
ularity since then. 

This change comes into 
effect with new churchyard 
regulations for the care of 
graveyards, which have just 
been approved. 

These regulations also set 
down - for the first time - a 
time limit on the period that 

'We need to be 
pastorally sensitive 
to the needs of all 
the users of our 
churchyards, those 
who look after them 
as well as those 
who have family 
buried there 7 

any memorial can expect to 
remain in a churchyard. The 
maximum period has been set 
at 100 years. 

This reflects the fact that, 
increasingly, the government 
expects burial sites to be 
reused after a period of time 
due to pressure on space. 

All memorials will in future 
have to be the subject of a 
signed contract between the 
family and the church. 

Families will have to sign a 
churchyard memorial agree- 



ment which sets out the agreed 
size and materials of the 
memorial before it can be put 
in place. Part of the contract 
puts an obligation on the fam- 
ily to maintain the memorial. 

The regulations also aim to 
encourage good craftsmanship 
and design of gravestones. 
They dictate that memorials 
must be made of natural stone 
and no larger than four feet 
high and three feet wide. 

Mr Rees said: ‘People have 
become increasingly interested 
in recent years in how their 
loved ones should be com- 
memorated. These regulations 
are an attempt to steer people 
in a direction of good design 
and the use of materials which 
will be worthy both of those 
they wish to commemorate, 
and worthy of the site in which 
their loved one will be buried.’ 

There is a nationwide serv- 
ice, called Memorials by 
Artists, set up to help people 
who want to find individually 
designed, beautifully made 
memorials. It specialises in 
helping families find artists 
and letter cutters to design 
memorials suitable for church- 
yards. Details can be found on 
the website www.memorialsb- 
yartists.co.uk. 

A full copy of the new church- 
yard regulations will be avail- 
able on the diocesan website ; 
www. oxford, anglican. org 
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Oxford Ministry Course is a continuing expression of the St Albans & Oxford Ministry Course. It is based at, and is developing a new 
relationship of co-operation with, Ripon College Cuddesdon. Evening and extension courses are available to ordinands, independent 
students and those engaged in the diocesan portfolio programme. Call Mrs Gill Pratley on: 01865 208 260 or visit www.saomc.org.uk 
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Space available for mid-week RETREATS for 
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• We offer beautiful, quiet surroundings 

• Gentle care 

• Simple, delicious vegetarian meals 

• Reasonable prices 

01235 847401 www.theabbey.uk.com 

Rooted in the Christian tradition yet open to the wisdom of other faiths, The Abbey 
provides a setting for the exploration of deep spiritual truths and values, and the 
mystery of life. 

Reg. charity no. 278687 
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Rise in number of clergy 
candidates from diocese 



DOOR 

commended 

The Door was highly commend- 
ed by judges at the Andrew 
Cross awards, run by the 
Churches Media Council. 

The paper beat off stiff compe- 
tition from other regional 
Christian periodicals for the 
commendation and Editor 
Rebecca Paveley paid tribute to 
all those who work so hard to 
produce the paper each month. 
'The Diocese of Oxford is one 
of very few dioceses to have a 
monthly newspaper on such a 
scale. Our success in these 
awards is testament to the 
loyal support of our readers, 
the skills of our editorial and 
advertising teams, and the hard 
work of our army of distribu- 
tors who deliver 40,000 copies 
of the newspaper to churches 
and schools each month/ 



THE number of people put 
forward by the Oxford 
diocese to train as clergy is the 
highest in a decade. 

Some 60 candidates were 
sent to selection conferences 
last year from this diocese and 
90% of them were recom- 
mended for ministerial train- 
ing - a figure that is due to the 
hard work of vocations advis- 
ers and Directors of 
Ordinands, said Canon 
Marilyn Parry, the Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands. 

The rise in would-be clergy 
numbers is reflected across the 
country; nationally, 564 men 
and women were put forward 
for training, the highest 



number in six years. 

Marilyn said the increase 
was in part because ‘people are 
rising to the challenge of build- 
ing Christian communities’. 

‘Things have been in the dol- 
drums for a while and people 
are now saying, the time has 
now come to do something 
about it.’ 

Oxford has long had a tradi- 
tion of producing new clergy 
and this has continued in 
recent years. 

In this diocese, as many 
women as men are now being 
put forward to train. While the 
average age for candidates 
here is approaching 40, this is 
younger than in many other 



areas of the country. 

The Vocations Team has 
expanded to cope with the 
increase in numbers. 

There is now a mixed team 
of nine Directors of 
Ordinands and they are look- 
ing for more volunteers to 
train as Vocations Advisers, 
especially lay people. 

Ideally, they should be able 
to give an evening a week to 
the work. They hope that the 
Diocesan Strategy will further 
increase the number of people 
who are enquiring about 
adult Christian ministry. 

The team is now able to see 
people in a matter of weeks 
rather than months. 




Jake, 4, handing out The Door in his Woodley church 



From the young to the old 



WE’VE been celebrating our long- 
serving church members in The 
DOOR, and this month we’re cele- 
brating our youngest helpers too. Jake 
from St John’s church in Woodley 
(pictured left) is our youngest DOOR 
distributor, aged just four. Rector Ann 
Douglas says Jake loves to make sure 
everyone takes a copy of The Door 
home with them each month. Thank 
you, Jake and keep up the good work! 

Also celebrating is Leslie Davis, 
from Reading, who has his 95th 
birthday this month. 

He served as an organist at both 
Finchampstead and St Andrews 
Sonning, but is perhaps best known as 
choir master and organist at Christ 
Church Reading, a post he held for 
over 40 years. 

Leslie, who comes from a long line 
of musicians, has also helped out at St 
Michael’s Tilehurst, where he first 



heard the organ at the age of three, 
played by his cousin, Charles, who 
himself gave 50 years of service there 
between 1900 and 1950. He started 
his musical career as an assistant at 
the Bristol Regent, accompanying 
silent films on a Wurlitzer organ. 

Leslie continues to play every week 
at Reading Crematorium and help out 
at churches in the Reading area. We 
wish him many happy returns! 




Leslie Davis, 95, playing a Wurlitzer. 
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News from the Cathedral 



CHRIST ChurcTi Cathedral is 
looking ahead to a busy 
autumn. In September the 
gates are to be thrown open 
wide for a special day when 
Christ Church as a whole 
(College and Cathedral) will 
welcome all comers, free of 
charge. On the Open Day 
(Saturday 10 September) from 
10.30am til 5pm the gardens 
will be open for visitors, there 
will be tours of the Upper 
Library and the Picture 
Gallery, two sittings of lunch in 
Christ Church Hall (12 noon 
and 1.30 pm) which should be 
booked beforehand (01865- 
286848), and in the Cathedral 
a great range of activities and 
things to see. The Embroiderers 
will be demonstrating their 
• craft, with some small pieces 
which children can try. The 
Flower Arrangers will be giving 
demonstrations, including 
some arrangements for chil- 
dren to do. There will be hand- 
bell demonstrations, musical 
interludes, an exhibition of sil- 
ver and vestments, and a con- 
ducted climb to the Belltower's 
ringing room. The shop will, as 
usual, be open. Guides will lead 
tours of the Cathedral which 
can be pre-booked. The Dean, 
the Very Revd. Christopher 
Lewis, said: 'We hope that 
many people from all over the 
diocese will take this opportu- 
nity to come to their Cathedral, 
and to bring their friends. They 
should find a ready welcome, 
and plenty for their interest 
and enjoyment.' 

September is also the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of one 



of Oxford's greatest bishops, 
Samuel Wilberforce. The third 
son of William Wilberforce who 
led the abolition of slavery, 
Samuel was himself a consider- 
able reformer, founding 
Cuddesdon Theological College 
and Culham Teacher Training 
college; establishing Lenten 
missions; educating the poor; 
developing effective pastoral 
administration which other dio- 
ceses then imitated; reviving 
Convocation and promoting 
synodical government in the 
colonial Church with the 
appointment of missionary 
bishops. 'His reputation as an 
opponent of modern science, 
based on his famous debate on 
evolution with T.H. Huxley, was 
both unfortunate and unfair' 
(the Oxford Dictionary of the 
Christian Church). On 
Saturday 1 October the 
Cathedral will be marking the 
anniversary with, at 4.30 pm, a 
lecture by Professor John 
Brook on science and religion, 
and then a Choral Evensong at 
6pm at which the preacher will 
be the Bishop of Oxford. 

At the same time, from 27 
September - 9 October there 
will be an exhibition focusing 
on the Sacred in Landscape, 
with paintings and photographs 
by Rebecca Hind and 
Christopher Baines, as part of 
a major study which they have 
been undertaking on that sub- 
ject. Their exhibition will be 
essentially contemplative. 

For more news about up and 
coming events at the 
Cathedral, see next month's 
DOOR. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Feature 






A place of work or a space to reflect? 
The Church and work-life balance 



In the final part of our series looking at the role the Church plays in our 
lives, the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, looks at the 
church and work-life balance. Church can often be as busy as work, with 
committees to attend, flowers to arrange or children to organise. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury recently criticised the lack of family friendly 
government policies, which forced parents to prioritize work above family 
life. However, in a recent interview with the DOOR as he opened a new 
childcare centre in Wantage, he admitted the Church also had a lot to learn 
about helping its members achieve a work-life balance. 

Read Bishop Stephen's piece below and send your thoughts to 
door@oxford.anglican.org 




NOT many people say on their 
death bed that they wish they 
had spent more time at the 
office. Yet, many of us are 
working longer and longer 
hours while time spent with 
God and time spent with our 
families and friends is 
squeezed out. And time doing 
nothing - just idling in neutral 
doing not very much at all but 
enjoying the ride - well this 
disappears altogether. We do 
not think it is time spent wise- 
ly, but time thrown away. 

The church itself sets the 
very worst example. Most 
clergy work too many hours, 
neglecting themselves and 
their families. Already over 
pressured lay people are 
expected to do more and 
more. The church is a busy, 
busy place. It’s as if we imag- 
ine that being more frantic 
than the world around us will 
somehow make us more 
attractive. At least people will 
feel at home in our frenzied, 
driven world. There just isn’t 
enough time we scream out. 

Sometimes life in the church 
can feel like running up a 
down escalator. It €an be 
done, but its fearful hard 
work, and the one thing you 
mustn’t do is stop. 

But stopping is precisely 
what we must do. We must 
stop and appraise and 
evaluate how we use “ 
our time. 

For 



time itself is not the problem: it 
is what we choose to do with 
it. It was once put to me this 
way: your problem isn’t time 
management but Stephen 
management. Time is the 

'We are so busy 
climbing the 
ladder that we 
fail to see that it is 
leaning against the 
wrong wall 7 



given, Stephen is the variable. 
To do this we need to set 
priorities. 

Sorting priorities 

So here’s a story to help. A 
time management consultant 
was once giving a lecture to a 
group of students. He placed 
a glass bowl on the table and 
filled it with large stones. ‘Is 
the bowl full?’ he asked them? 
‘Yes’ they replied. He then 
pulled out a bag of pebbles 
from under the table and fit- 
ted them in around the large 
stones. ‘Is the bowl full?’ he 
asked again. ‘Yes’ they 
replied. He then pulled out a 
bag of sand and 
poured it 
into the 
bowl. 
‘Is the 
bowl 



full now?’ he asked them. 
‘Probably’ they cried, getting 
wise to his tricks. ‘No’, he 
shouted and poured a jug of 
water into the bowl. ‘What 
lesson can you learn from this 
demonstration?’ he asked 
them. The students started to 
discuss what they had seen. 
‘Its amazing how much you 
can fit in if you really try’, 
was their suggested conclu- 
sion. ‘No’, said the time man- 
agement consultant’ ‘the les- 
son is this: get your big stones 
in first or you won’t get them 
in at all’. 

Hiding behind activity 

So the lesson is simple: what 
are your big stones? For your- 
self, surely they are time for 
God; time for your family; 
time for the things that make 
you the person God has made 
you to be; time for rest and 
creativity. And in the church, 
surely they are time for wor- 
ship and prayer; time for com- 
munity and discipleship; time 
for evangelism and mission. 
But this is really hard to 
achieve. And what is one of 
the best ways of avoiding the 
painful discernment that is 
required? Well, being busy of 
course. But often busy with 
the wrong things, and often 
regretting the important 
things that are left undone. 
We are so busy climbing the 
ladder that we fail to see that 
it is leaning against the wrong 
wall. It is only by daring to 
stop, by discerning priorities, 
that we will get our big stones 
in place. 

PS. There is another vari- 
ation on the above story 
which has the time manage- 
ment consultant pouring a 
glass of beer into the bowl 
at the end rather than a jug 
of water. In which case the 
moral of the story is this: 
there’s always time for a 
drink. Amen to that. 



Does Church some- 
times mean just more 
work, and more 
meetings? 




Do you have enough time for the important things in your life? photo Reuters 




Whether you're buying a new home, a retirement home 
or just want a new mortgage, come to the specialists. 



Home in on the mortgage designed especially for the clergy and you'll find it fits all your 
needs perfectly. If you're living in tied accommodation or you simply want a new, more 
competitive mortgage, the Property Plus Loan from Hinton & Wild is a tailored solution 
where all your needs are considered. And as part of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, you 
can be assured of the same excellent service. 

For more information please call 

0800 32 884 32 

Hinton & Wild (Home Plans) Ltd. Reg. No. 2046087. 

A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Croup of companies and the Financial Ombudsman Service. 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 

Registered Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1 JZ.Tel: 01452 528 533 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 
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People & places 




Extending church for community 



ONE down and three to go. Its 
all happening in the Ramsden 
benefice! On 12 June the 
Bishop of Dorchester came to 
Finstock - the first of four 
churches in the benefice to 
complete its refurbishment - to 
dedicate the new facilities and 
‘Upper Room’. 

The church was packed with 
people of all ages from 0 to 90, 
and presentations were made 
by the Toddler group, the Wood- 
peckers, the Rainbows, the 



school, the youth group called 
H20, the Youth Alpha Group 
and the Gardening Club. All of 
them brought something which 
could be placed on the altar 
and which will be of benefit to 
people who use the church. 

It was a tremendously 
happy occasion and, as the 
bishop said, the building is like 
the Tardis, for although outside 
it may appear a little country 
church inside it now boasts two 
more rooms and a kitchenette 



and facilities for able bodied 
and disabled alike, and enough 
space for 100 people to enjoy a 
good party after the service! 

Revd Jane Knowles said: 
‘Churches are there for the 
whole community and not just 
for use on Sundays and so we 
have embarked on a building 
programme in which all of the 
churches in the benefice will 
soon be made much more user 
friendly while keeping their 
integrity.’ 
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Obituary: John Prodger 



Bv Bishop Richard Harries 

MANY people will be sad to 
learn of the death of John 
Prodger, who was Chairman of 
the Diocesan Board of Finance 
from 1990 to 1996 but they 
will rejoice in having known 
someone who exhibited such a 
lovely, well-balanced Christian 
life. As Chair of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance John will be 
particularly remembered for his 
vivid speeches to Diocesan 
Synod, in which any rise in the 
parish share was indicated by 
the display of a bar of choco- 
late, indicating the small 
amount extra which every 
church member would have to 
pay. Within Diocesan Church 
House his special contribution, 
deriving from his own profes- 
sional background, was to ♦ 
improve the whole system of 
job descriptions and reviews. 

No less significant than his 
chairmanship of the DBF was 
his chairmanship of the 
fundraising group for the 
Church Urban Fund. As a dio- 
cese we raised significantly 
more than any other diocese 
and more than half as much 
again as was originally asked 
for. This was achieved through 



a combination of meticulous 
organisation and huge enthusi- 
asm led by John. Every deanery 
was given its target and every 
deanery reached it. 

John was very well known in 
the world of rugby football, 
and was a full-back for Oxford 
University in the side which 
won the varsity match in 1955. 
He chaired the Oxford 
University club and was on the 
council of the English Rugby 
Football Union. A remarkable 
tribute to his influence was the 
fact that a one-minute silence 
was held in his memory at 
Twickenham at the Barbarians 
match shortly after his death. 

John was also active in the 
wider community as a member 
of the Council both of 
Buckinghamshire University 
and the Open University. 

At a local level he and Tessa, 
his wife, for 26 years ran a very 
successful Crusaders Group in 
Granborough, which very often 
met in their home, and which is 
still going very strong. We 
remember him with gratitude 
and send our love and sympa- 
thy to Tessa. The thanksgiving 
service for his life is at St 
Mary’s, Thame, at 3pm on 
Monday 27 June. 



Ringing roadshow 



THIS September you can delve 
into the mysterious world of 
bellringing. 

On 10 September the bi- 
annual Ringing Roadshow will 
be held at Newbury 
Racecourse. Although original- 
ly conceived as an event for 
bellringers, it has grown and 
widened its scope so that it 
presents an excellent shop win- 
dow for ringing which the gen- 
eral public can enjoy. 

Around 100 stalls will have 
exhibitions of everything asso- 
ciated with ringing: from com- 
plete rings of bells to tiny hand- 
bells, from books on the subject 
to computer programs generat- 
ing changes, from information 
on how to learn to ring to 
advice on health and safety 
(yes, it gets into ringing as 
well!). Listen to experts ringing 



changes on handbells and try 
ringing tunes on them with 
tuition. Meanwhile, in the adja- 
cent Berkshire stand, seminars 
on a wide range of topics will 
be held, interspersed with con- 
certs performed by an interna- 
tionally-acclaimed handbell 
orchestra with literally dozens 
of handbells being played. 

A number of mini-rings - 
miniature towers with small 
bells which can be rung like 
those in a full-size church tower 
- will be assembled and the 
public can have a go. To satisfy 
the ringers who come from afar 
and want to try real bells in a 
new part of the country, more 
than 60 churches in the 
Newbury area will be open for 
ringing before and after the 
event. 

Peter G Davies , Wantage 



MBE for Louise Brown 

The Revd Louise Brown has 
received an M BE from the Queen 
for her work in the community. 
Louise, 51 is vicar in Dedworth 
and Clewer, Berkshire. She picked 
up the award for her hard work in 
the local community and raising 
money for a school in Nairobi, 
Kenya. She said the Queen recog- 
nised her, having met her two 
years ago shortly before the war 
in Iraq at Combermere Barracks. 



New advice centre 

The Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell, has 
opened a new purpose built 
centre for Communicare, an 
advice, support and informa- 
tion charity in East Reading. 
The charity offers practical 
support with solving problems 
like benefits and welfare rights, 
help for carers and dealing with 
debt. A grant enabled the cen- 
tre to move out of Wycliffe 
Baptist Church into purpose 
built accommodation. 



Leaving SeeSaw 

Mike Williams has stepped 
down as trustee of SeeSaw, 
the Oxford-based child 
bereavement charity. He is 
leaving the area to become 
chief executive of the 
Musgrove Hospital in Taunton, 
Somerset. He was the first 
chairman of the board of 
trustees of the charity, which 
celebrates its fifth anniversary 
this year. He was formerly 
vicar of the United benefice of 
Shipton under Wychwood, 
Milton under Wychwood, 
Fifield and Idbury. 

Fairtrade Cookbook 

Jill White is putting together a 
Fairtrade cookbook, with 
recipes gathered from around 
our three counties. Do you 
have a favourite recipe that 
you make with any Fairtrade 
ingredients? If you do, please 
send it to Jill at 
John.w.white@tesco.net. She 
is hoping the book will be 
ready in good time to be a 
Christmas present - so please 
try to send recipes in as soon 
as possible. 



^ Eco-column 

Exodus 3 v5 , the Lord spoke to [Moses] and said , 
‘Take off your sandals , for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground ’. My wife and I occasion- 
ally take young relatives to the National Herb 
Centre for a ‘Bangers and bats’ evening - the 
‘bangers’ are delicious - local and herb-filled 
sausages! After supper the Warwickshire Bat 
group conduct a nature walk to watch for bats. 
Apart from the thrill as the first Daubenton’s bat 
(Myotis daubentonii) swoops down into the pond 
to feed the main topic of conversation amongst the 
young is our barefooted guide! Recently I was lis- 
tening to the radio on my way back from preach- 
ing on farming and environmental issues at 
Cookham Church (now there’s a ‘green’ Church - 



they have developed a form on which to chart 
whether or not they have achieved the green goals 
they have identified for themselves (see their web- 
site)). I heard Satish Kumar, a Jain , talk about his 
‘protest’ pilgrimage to the four nuclear capitals, 
Moscow, Paris, London and Washington. He did 
it barefooted! Satish spoke of the heightened spir- 
itual connection of being discalced and in such 
close contact with the earth. It reminds me of the 
moment in Soil and Soul by Alastair McIntosh 
when he tells about a visit to the Isle of Skye: 
‘Some powerful inner urge compels me to remove 
my boots. I walk on, barefooted, a litde apart from 
the rest of the group. Others sense and respect my 
wish to be alone. Stillness. Silently I pay homage to 
this place’. Try it some time this summer - on the 
beach, in the countryside, in your own garden. 
Make the connection between the earth and your- 
self and be filled with the holiness of God’s cre- 
ation; it will inspire you in your care for His earth. 
Revd Canon Glyn Evans is Rural Officer for 
the Diocese of Oxford. He can be contacted 
on 01295 788021. 
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God in the Life of. . . 



Ben Okafor: singing for justice 



Ben Okafor is an internationally renowned 
singer songwriter whose fight against 
injustice has led to his invitation to play at 
Gleneagles, outside this summer's important 
G8 summit in Scotland. A few weeks later, he 
will be performing in the diocese at a special 
service in Reading to mark Racial Justice 
Sunday. Rebecca Paveley spoke to him. 

BEN has lived in the UK for 25 years but he can still 
remember very clearly his shock at arriving in a 
country where he felt that to have a strong faith 
made him the ‘odd one out’. 

He grew up in Nigeria, where faith - 
whether Christianity or Islam - was taken 
extremely seriously. 

‘If you didn’t believe in God, you were seen as of 
dubious character Everything depended on it, like 
people’s ability to trust you, for example. 

‘So when I came to the UK in 1979, and I found 
it was the other way round here, that it was peo- 
ple of faith who were seen as slightly odd, then 

'There is a feeling of both 
discomfort and of exhilaration 
that comes from knowing there 
is something bigger than you 
willing you to go on' 

that was a real eye opener,’ he says. 

He arrived in the UK determined to do more with 
his music. He was already well known in Nigeria 
but he wanted more than that. ‘I had dreams of 
writing songs that would compare with those of 
some of the best singer song writers in the world, so 
I came to the UK to do it.’ 

He had a place to study at a Bible College in 
Birmingham, and stayed there for a yeaj; but he 
found it difficult to accept some of what he was 
being taught. He says he challenged the ‘social and 
political aspects’ of what he was being taught, but 
his own faith never faltered. 

‘For me, it was only 10 years since the civil war 
in Nigeria which changed our whole way of life, 
and really affected my home and the area where my 
family lived, and I felt the church didn’t try to deal 
with the injustice and brutality that was out there. I 
didn’t lose my faith, I felt that God was right and 
the Church was wrong.’ 

He left college and was influenced by a friend 
into working for Youth for Christ, after spending a 
summer surviving on boxes of Cornflakes because 
he had so little money. A military coup in Nigeria 
had led to the stoppage of all international curren- 
cy remittances, so Nigerian students all over the 
world found themselves in dire financial straits. 

But it wasn’t long before Ben went back to his 



music, joining a band in Birmingham called (and he 
laughs at this point) The Blazing Aposdes. 

‘I played gigs with them for about a year, but 
then I decided to go out on my own.’ 

He ended up moving to Malvern after his first 
marriage broke up. He later married again and now 
has four daughters, whom he describes as ‘absolute- 
ly wonderful’. 

His passion for music is motivated by his fight 
for justice, and his style moves between African 
reggae and classic folk protest songs. He does work 
for the Coalition to stop the use of Child Soldiers, 
and is planning a tour this autumn around the UK 
and overseas to raise money for their work. 

Many people think his music is ‘too worthy’, 
he says, and it would be a relief in some ways 
to write some ‘happy stuff’. 

‘It is one of those things where I wish I could 
work myself out of job, write other music, but I 
haven't had cause to yet. My motivation for my 
music comes from God. 

‘When I first went to South Africa, when 
apartheid was still very much in place, when Nelson 
Mandela was still in jail, I understood how Jonah 
must have felt when he refused to go to Nineveh. 

‘I didn’t want anything good to happen to 
white South Africa, I wanted the whole coun- 
try taken apart. I felt that part of me was resist- 
ing doing gigs in places away from the black 
townships where I was playing. I felt proud of 
myself for my positive discrimination but then 
I began to feel I was being ridiculous, that God 
wanted me to play to a white audience too. 

‘The first gig I did in a white establishment, it was 
a Hard Rock cafe, people queued for three hours to 
get in. In the end I did three gigs that day to accom- 
modate everyone who wanted to come. It was then 
that the scales dropped from my eyes and I realised 
people in South Africa were hopeful of change. 
They were scared, but they wanted it anyway. 

‘There is a feeling of both discomfort and of 
exhilaration that comes from knowing there is 
something bigger than you willing you to go on.’ 

He is passionate about his fight for justice. It has 
led him to write to Bob Geldof, to Gordon Brown 
and to Lambeth Palace to urge them to fight not 
only for debt relief but for education and the inspi- 
ration of the young of Africa. 

‘I feel very strongly that we need to inspire the 
young and say this is your place, come on. That if 
we don’t say your language, your ideas are just as 
good as those of the West, we won’t be able to 
change anything permanently. Aid and debt relief 
won’t do it on their own.’ 

Ben has four albums available, all of which can 
be ordered through his website www.roadsweeper- 
records.co.uk or catch him performing on Racial 
Justice Sunday, 1 1 September at Reading Minister 
A gig will follow, details to be arranged. A play of 
Bens teenage years during the Nigeria-Biafra war , ; 
called Chukwudebelu - preserve of God , will he 
broadcast on Radio 4 at 9pm on 24 ]une. 




Make Poverty History Campaigners form a white band around Oxford's Radcliffe Camera in June. 
photo Simon Bentley 




ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 

- . ,#/’ 




• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X12 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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Festival high 



The summer is here 
again, and in 2005 it’s 
not just the beaches 
that are getting 
swamped. Youth fes- 
tivals have always 
drawn a lot of atten- 
tion in the past, and 



the line-up for 2005 is 
very exciting. 

Festivals create 
the perfect opportuni- 
ty for teenagers and 
youth workers alike. 
With big stages, 
bright lights, loud 



music and world- 
renowned artists it’s 
easy to see why they 
appeal. 

But there’s more 
to it than that. When 
you’re standing in 
front of a big, bright 
stage with hundreds 
of people around you, 
questions about race, 



denominations and 
even cultural differ- 
ences disappear. 

This is a perfect 
opportunity to invest 
time and energy into 
your youth group, 
take some time out 
with God, and attract 
non-believers to 
Christ. 




www.champjonofrespect.org 






evangelical alliance 



DO YOU KNOW OF A YOUNG PERSON OR PROJECT THAT EXHIBITS RESPECT , 
in the community, church life, school, family life or elsewhere in society, 
then we want to hear from you . 

Champions of respect awards are open to young people (25 and under). If you want to nominate 
someone we need to know your name and contact details; the name of the person(s) you are 
nominating; a short description of how they exhibit respect and also why they deserve an award. 

Send nominations to ‘Respect Awards’, Evangelical Alliance, 186 Kennington Park 
Road, London, SE11 4BT or email respect@eauk.org 
Closing date is 30 September 2005. The awards will be presented on 8 November 2005. 
More information available from www.championsofrespect.org 




Matt Redman_ 

Tim Hughes- 
Jonny Parkes_ 
Reduced Shakespeare 
Company- 
Skate Park_ 
Colourscape_ 



John Bell- 
Estelle _ 

Tree 63 _ 

One Hundred Hours- 
Mute Math- 
Steve_ 

Quench- 



Superhero- 
Solar Powered 
Cinema- 

Street Dance, Graffiti 
& DJ workshops. 
Skateboarding master 
classes- 



Scratch choir- 
24 hour cafe_ 
Comics exhibition. 
Text poetry & text 
worship- 

Fashion workshops- 
Climbing wall _ 



greenbettoS 

26-29 August Book before 31 July 05 www.greenbelt.org.uk church .leader -not been 

, . _ . , ~ before? Get a free ticket. 

Cheltenham Racecourse and save up to 10% 020 7374 2760 call 020 7374 2760 

ChristiarilrAid ^ ^ ©8 O 




Win tickets for you and a friend to gteenbeUioS 
We have 4 pairs of youth tickets to give away. To enter, 
simply air your views on the following question in not 
more than 5 sentences: Does church cater for your needs 
as a young person in 2005? 

Send your answer and contact details to 
competition@churchnewspaper.com or text 079 6365 6074 



26-29 August 

Cheltenham 

Racecourse 



Book before 
31 July 05 
and save 
up to 10% 



www.greenbelt.org.uk 
020 7374 2760 



Church leader 
- not been before? 
Get a free ticket 
Call 020 7374 2760 



<5 Christianlf'Aid 
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Feature 



'Living the mystery’ 
course begins 

IN the Thame Bams Centre, Thame this 
September io, a major new course begins for 
those wanting not simply to study, but to experi- 
ence and explore Christian spirituality. Open to 
Christians and seekers, lay and ordained, 'Living 
the Mystery: the Way of Christ the Contemplative’ 
will be rooted and grounded in the love of God, 
and will, in imaginative ways, draw upon the 
transformational power of the Scriptures and of 
the great spiritual tradition. 

Six Saturdays over ten months to 'travel to the 
heart’ will also give rise to optional local groups 
who will meet to reflect upon and apply the materi- 
al to their life, work and disdpleship. For those who 
enjoy the first year, it is also envisaged that a second 
year programme will unfold, taking participants 
deeper into an understanding of life in Christ. 

Together with guest presenters, Living the 
Mystery is to be led by Revd Philip Roderick, the 
founder both of The Quiet Garden Movement and 
of Contemplative Fire - a fresh expression of 
church authorised by the Diocese of Oxford's 
Cutting Edge Ministries. Educational outreach is 
one of the key elements in the rapid development 
of Contemplative Fire. As a network church with 
different small cell expressions and with people 
attending its Gatherings, Pilgrimages and retreats 
from all over the country and even from Europe, 
Contemplative Fire sees its ministry as primarily 
geared to busy people who know their need to 
‘travel light and dwell deep’. 

The task of ‘Living the Mystery: the Way of 
Christ the Contemplative’ is to make accessible the 
life enhancing teaching and ministry of Jesus, the 
saints and mystics down through the ages. Take a 
journey, playful and profound, on the way of 
knowing and unknowing. 

The recommended minimum contribution will 
be £ 40.00 per session (£ 210.00 for all six sessions 
pre-booked). For further details visit our web site 
at www.contemplativefire.org. To book a place 
email: contemplativefire@btmtemet.com tel: 

01494 758878 or write to The Old Smithy, 
Hawridge Common, Chesham, Bucks HP 5 2 UQ. 



‘How a dream led 

Annette Allen spent two years in Ethiopia as a child, 40 
years ago. A committed Christian, she returned to the 
country after a dream in which she felt directed by God 
to help provide permanent clean water for the country's 
poorest citizens. She is writing a book, An Ethiopian 
Odyssey, about her experiences. 



IN March 2004, for the first time 
for 40 years, I returned to 
Nazareth School for Girls, built 
on one of the many hills of Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia’s capital. We had 
lived there from 1962 - 1964, 
when my father worked as chief 
testbed engineer for Ethiopian 
Airlines. 

It was a very good school and 
was my introduction to living 
with many different cultures. 
There were seven different nation- 
alities in my class and after my 
initial homesickness, I grew to 
love the country and the warmth 
and faith of the inhabitants. 

The return began with a dream 
I had in April 2000, when I 
dreamt I was back in the foothills 
of Addis with two Ethiopian 
friends. The sun was beating 
down and we were talking about 
poverty and drought. Then, mid- 
conversation, I knelt down and 
rubbed the dry top soil between 
my fingers. I knew beyond doubt 
that I was there to help provide 
permanent clean water for 
Ethiopia’s poor. With that 
thought, the dream faded. It was 
similar to other dreams I’d had 
since 1970, ones which I believe 
were sent from God. 

After redundancy two years 



later, I decided to work part-time 
whilst I made my dream come 
true. All I had to go on was my 
old school photo and the 
Christian names of the ladies on 
the reverse, so I couldn’t go and 
search on the internet! I promised 
God that half of my earnings 
would go to the poor and I decid- 
ed to use only faith in my dream, 
prayer, patience and perseverance. 
I also had to learn to forget all my 
beliefs and assumptions about life 
and people. 

When I returned to Nazareth 
School, the headteacher looked at 
the photograph and said ‘I have 
one of your classmates in the 
room behind us!’ Out walked 
Marta Asrat, who was still there 
as school secretary. She pointed 
out that one of the ladies was the 
daughter of Ethiopia’s current 
President, Girma Wolde-Giorgis. 
I met up with and interviewed 
Mary Asfaw Wossen, Emperor 
Haile Selassie’s grand daughter 
and visited various WaterAid 
projects to see the need for per- 
manent clean water. 

I spent the last week of my stay 
in an orphanage run by Abebech 
Gobena, a very inspiring lady 
who helps the destitute through 
her orphanages, providing seed 



me back to Africa’ 




A photo from the Nazareth School, taken in 1963. Annette is in the 
front row, third from right. 



capital for new businesses, train- 
ing courses and caring for 
HIV/AIDS sufferers. As a result, I 
decided to help provide some 
funding for her charity too. The 
final beneficiary is a Garden of 
Peace in Jerusalem, as I believe 
that until we have peace in the 
Holy Land, we can’t have world 
peace. 

My book begins in Jerusalem 
in 1915 with a little four year old 
Armenian boy, Avak Hagopian, 
lying in bed sobbing; he had lost 
his parents in the Armenian geno- 
cide, the first of the twentieth cen- 
tury. (It was the 90th anniversary 
on 24 April). He was the youngest 
of forty orphans later adopted by 
Emperor Haile Selassie in 1923 
and grew up to become the crown 
jeweller. He was the father in law 



of Silva, my Armenian classmate, 
who now lives in Los Angeles. 

I have had great help from peo- 
ple of all faiths in many countries 
and especially from SS Peter and 
Paul in Buckingham. I was con- 
firmed on 19 October, 20 years to 
the day when Michael Buerk 
broadcast about the great famine 
in northern Ethiopia which 
inspired Bob Geldof to create 
BandAid, and then LiveAid. The 
book is a message of hope to 
everyone in the world, and I do it 
willingly for the Lord. 

Annette Allen lives in Buckingham 
with her husband, and son. She 
worships at SS Peter and Paul's 
church, Buckingham; The book will 
be published at Easter 2006. She 
can be contacted at annette 
@annetteallen. plus.com 



greeribeU 

Greenbelt programme takes root for 2005 

CHAMPION of world dance music DJ Gilles Peterson, soul-gospel diva Carleen Anderson and New York new-folk 
outfit Hem are among the music highlights booked so far for Greenbelt Festival 2005. 

Treading the boards will be the Reduced Shakespeare Company in their irreverent romp through Shakespeare, plus 
Perrier award-winner and unrivalled king of surreal wordplay, Milton Jones - "the comic other comics bring their 
parents to see". 

And speakers confirmed so far demonstrate Greenbelt’s renowned eclectic mix - from controversial South African 
leader Alan Boesak and Irish poet Michael O’Siadhail, to Guantanamo Bay detainee lawyer Clive Stafford Smith and 
environmentalist Colin Tudge, author of Sow Shall We Reap? 

“We’re expecting 20,000 people on site this year and we’re working hard to give them a programme to remember,” 
Festival Chair Karen Napier said. 

"Acts are getting confirmed all the time now so keep an eye on our website for all the latest information - 
www.greenbelt.org.uk" 

Back for its 32nd year, Greenbelt - working with Christian Aid - takes place at Cheltenham racecourse from August 
26 to 29. 

Themed Tree of Life, the festival will be celebrating the Make Poverty History campaign on the Bank Holiday Monday. 
Drawing inspiration from the Wizard of Oz, we will follow the yellow brick road and learn why, when it comes to 
buying potatoes, we’re not in Kansas anymore. 

The festival will draw inspiration from the "Tree of Life" photo exhibition, made from guns from the legacy of 
Mozambique’s civil wars in the British Museum, and reflect on HIV/AIDS in Africa through Don McCullin’s "A Life 
Interrupted" exhibition 

Ex-KLF’s Bill Drummond will be talking about his strategy to subvert the cultural landscape with his show "How to be 
an Artist". Other speakers confirmed so far include theologian Richard Giles, Fr. Richard Rohr and Bishop James 
Jones. 

The worship will range from the alternative to the contemplative, including Asian fusion’s Pal Singh, Canada’s 
Aradhna, and Matt Redman, Johnny Parks and Tim Hughes. 

And young people get their very own all-new Big Top venue featuring a 24-hour Cafe, gigs on an all-new youth stage 
and a rolling programme of workshops and magazine shows throughout the day. 





Plumbing & 
Property Maintenance 

ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE - 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

based Chesham, Bucks 

® 0870 112 1782/07818 087145 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 

is available to deputise at short 
notice, including weddings and 
funerals. 

Wide experience: reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 



SpACC "The most fun Christian camp I've ever been on/ 1 ' JS 

* a unique opportunity * a fantastic holiday * spiritually re-energising 
* excellent food & great company * an incredibly beautiful setting 
* the most rewarding way to spend £135! 

17 - 23rd July 2005 Age 18 - 26 Tel:020 7924 5951 
www.spaceatgreatwood.org 




HOUSE FOR SALE 

Retirement bungalow in 22 acres of parkland at 
Oaken Holt, Farmoor, backing onto Wytham 
Woods, (setting for TV series “Waiting for God"). 
Two bedrooms, 18-foot living room with dining 
alcove, fully fitted kitchen with built-in fan oven 
and hob, conservatory. Communal lounge, laundry 
and guest flat, 24-hour alarm system. Weekly 
minibus to shops. Lunch available daily. 

Offers in the region of £170,000. 

Tel: 01865 864802 
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View from here 



Respect is not in fashion 



I’m wondering 
whether I need 
to ditch a 
quarter of my 
wardrobe. 

‘Hoodies’ are 
a definite 
favourite of 
mine, but the 
media and the 
government 
have decided 
that this is an 
indication of 
moral degeneracy. If I were 
to shop in Bluewater 
Shopping Centre for such 
garments, they'd be perfect- 
ly happy to take my money, 
but anxious to ban me from 
wearing them when I left the 
shop. 

That’s not quite true, of 
course, for it's young people 
only who face such a ban, 
not women pushing forty. 
To someone of my age this 
is deeply ironic. When I was 
in my teens, we wouldn't be 
seen dead in something as 
sensible as a top with a 
hood on.it. And if we did 
have a hood, we certainly 
would never have put the 
hood up. Whatever the 
weather, we would rather 
freeze than ‘look silly’. And 
on our bottom half every- 
thing had to be really really 
tight. Remember lying 
down to do up your drain- 
pipe jeans? Adults muttered 
darkly about possible physi- 
cal ill-effects of this, but it 
made no difference to us. 
Now, of course, young peo- 
ple prefer their trousers 
baggy, but do adults praise 
them for being sensible? No. 
We say they look ridiculous. 

Demonising a whole 
group of people (young 
men) because of the clothes 
they wear is a very danger- 
ous strategy. Challenge anti- 
social behaviour, by all 
means, but let’s challenge it 



amongst all 
age groups 
and all social 
classes, 
because it is 
committed by 
all age groups 
and all social 
classes. Tom 
Wylie, Chief 
Executive of 
the National 
Youth 
Agency 
(NYA), said recently, ‘the 
best way to gain respect 
from young people is to 
show it to them.’ That 
means giving them credit for 
their creativity, their refresh- 
ing tactics of subversion, 
their contribution to cul- 
ture, families, schools and 
society. It means recognising 
that they are more often the 
victims of crime than the 
perpetrators of it; under- 
standing that they are often 
surviving against the odds at 
the sharp end of abuse, neg- 
lect and bullying. 

The NYA recently 
brought out a special edi- 
tion of its magazine Youth 
Action to celebrate 
Volunteers Week (June 1-7). 
It features the ways in which 
young people take action on 
issues that matter to them. 
They are cleaning up beach- 
es, teaching ICT to older 
people, tackling bullying, 
representing their peers in 
democratic forums and 
advocacy situations, sup- 
porting abuse survivors, 
caring for family members, 
helping out at animal sanc- 
tuaries and campaigning 
against gun crime. Why 
can't the tabloids focus on 
these things for a change, 
and give us all a break? 

Alison Webster is the 
diocesan Social 
Responsibility Adviser 




Preserving our communities 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, on the pressure facing communities 
in our diocese as a result of the national housing shortage 



At the centre of a great deal of local and 
national political debate over the next 
few years will be the question of housing. 
How many do we need? Where should 
they be put? How can they be made more 
affordable both to people who want to 
continue to live where they grew up and 
to a number of ‘key workers’ particularly 
in the public sector? 

Already the Regional Assembly has 
sought to canvas people’s views on this 
and various proposals are being debated. 
Sadly the main thrust of all of these is to 
look at a small number of large-scale 
developments rather than asking ques- 
tions about what would be best for the 
Thames Valley, and other parts of the 
South East, as a whole. 

Talk to most people and they will tell 
you that the population of their village or 
town is increasing. After all they are 
aware that a number of new houses are 
being built and they assume, not unrea- 



sonably, that a larger number of people 
will be living in their locality as a result. 

However the true picture is very differ- 
ent. On average - due to factors such as 
our population’s increasing average age; 
smaller families; and the higher incidence 
of marriage break-up - the average size of 
households is decreasing. Without build- 
ing extra houses then populations decline. 
For instance in South and West Oxfordshire 
places such as Burford, Goring, Great 
Milton and Sonning Common are all facing 
a predicted population decline of around ten 
per cent between 2001 and 2011. 

Add to those figures the changing age 
profile of those populations and it does 
not need any great visionary qualities to 
predict that we will see increasing pres- 
sure on such institutions as our village 
schools and many voluntary groups for 
young people. 

Of course, alongside these there will be 
other places that grow very rapidly as 



housing estate is added to housing estate 
- with all the challenges that brings for 
our role in building congregations and 
communities. 

But whether a population is growing or 
in decline, both the number of houses and 
how developments are built will be of 
immense significance for the life of our 
towns and villages. In that context it will 
be a great pity if all of the houses built in 
this part of the world are just focussed on 
a few large-scale developments. Five, ten 
or even 20 houses can make a huge differ- 
ence to village life - and 50, 100 or 200 
can bring fresh energy to our larger vil- 
lages and towns. 

If we care about their life then we need 
to get engaged in the debates and use our 
voices to make sure that questions about 
housing are seen to be not just about 
large-scale plans but about the on-going 
viability of community life in our smaller 
population centres as well. 



Powerlessness and plastic surgery 




SEWAGE, and plastic surgery; at first glance, 
do not have much in common. The former 
prompted a glut of complaints from 
Southcote residents who are fed up with reg- 
ularly-blocked drains, spewing sewage into 
the gutter The Reading Chronicle reported 
one woman’s experience of a particularly 
unfortunate overflow: ‘it happened three 
times in three weeks, around the time of 
May bank holiday. There was sewage every- 
where, along the road and by the garages’. 
Complaints poured into Thames Water, the 
underlying frustration appearing to be, no 
matter how much residents complained, the 
situation stayed the same. A draining (liter- 
ally) experience, underlying how little con- 
trol we often have in everyday life. 

Flip to the Evening Post’s report on cos- 
metic surgery. The paper tells Helen’s story. 
After years of shame and humiliation Helen, 
from Reading, went under the knife to boost 



her breast size. Three thousand five hun- 
dred pounds later; ‘I wanted it done, and 
money was no object to me’; Helen was 
able to go topless on the beach with pride. 
However, she may not rest there; ‘I’m not 
fully satisfied with their size and would like 
to go bigger, I want my nose done and I’m 
really tempted to try liposuction’. 

Different stories, linked by their sufferers’ 
feelings of powerlessness. In the modern 
world, we are led to believe that ‘choice’ is 
a given. Providing we have the appropriate 
resources, and enough drive, then our des- 
tiny is ours to choose and fashion as we 
please. When life throws us a curve ball, in 
the form of environmental changes (spew- 
ing sewage) or genetic make-up (small 
breasts) then we get edgy, often justifiably, 
and want to control the outcome. 

Of course it. is not wrong to want to 
remove ourselves from an unpleasant envi- 
ronment or change the way we look within 
reason, but I know from my own experience 
of having tried to ‘control’ much of my life, 
how unrewarding that rigidity can be. For 
me, redundancy sucked, and depression was 
debilitating, but I was forced to find anoth- 
er way to ‘be’ rather than ‘do’. In that raging 



pain and stillness I learned more of God 
than in a month of activity filled hymn 
singing Sundays. My powerlessness, ironi- 
cally has enforced my fragility, but in some 
ways, given me a greater sense of self; and 
forced me to become aware of my need of 
God in way I had never grasped before. 

We have no control, either, when it comes 
to the name our parents’ choose to give us. 
We cannot vote on it, comment on it, or 
refuse to take it. Deed poll is the adult’s, way 
of dealing with a decision that we simply 
cannot live with. Even then the shadow of 
our former selves and that first name lurks 
in the background, to be recycled by an 
unsuspecting old friend or school acquain- 
tance. I was amused by the former Doctor 
Who, Colin Baker’s column in the Bucks 
free press. He reports that a nurse had to 
explain carefully to a blissfully proud moth- 
er of a newborn, why Chlamydia might not 
be the ideal name for her daughter. I am 
glad then, that my mother did not call me 
Candida (it was a close thing), and if you 
don’t know why, a medical dictionary will 
enlighten you. Enjoy the read. 

Clare Catford presents BBC Radio Berkshire's 
Sunday morning programme on 1 04.1 



Loofenj fora Challenge? 
Oak TREE 



r « I I o w s H I 



Children's HJorf Co-ordinator 

♦ A new full-time role to develop & implement a 
strategy for children's work within our church family and 
for the wider community. 

♦ We are a church on the move with a mission to Acton, 
London W3 - a unique part of the Church of England, 

Oak Tree has no parish and is instead assigned a remit to 
reach people wi th no experience of church. 

♦ Our challenge is to be chun:h in a new way, 
pioneering new initiatives for creative evangelism & 
discipleship in the community. 

Salary: £20,000 

Further details available via e-mail from niarkn®oaktree.org.uk or 

Mark Aldridge, Oak Tree Anglican fdtm'thip, 41 South Parade, Uvidon, W4 1JS 

Closing date for applications: Friday 8th July 
Interviews will be held: Tuesday 19th July 

ivww. oaktree. org. ttk 

Sletulvr of the ITTB family of churches, New wine Netieork awl Acton Churches Together 



ORGANIST + CHOIR 
DIRECTOR 

Full or part-time, needed to encourage 
enthusiastic RSCM choir at 

CHRIST CHURCH, READING j 

Please contact Fr. David M. West 
4 Vicarage Road, Reading RG2 7AJ 

Tel: 0118 987 1250 






LIVE-IN CARER 
NEEDED 

for 93 year old Christian 
lady. Tunbridge Wells. 

Tel: Mrs Sarah Mumford 
020 8788 1243 



“Roots of Faith” study tour to Israel 
14 - 27 November 2005 

led by Rev’d Ann Douglas: 

All excursions, entrance fees, a guide, and a good standard of 
accommodation included in the price. 

Following in the steps of the patriarchs and visiting many places 
not on the usual tourist trail, as well as the significant places in 
Jerusalem and Galilee. 

Not just a holiday, but also a journey of faith with special sessions 
of teaching and quiet times for reflection 

For a brochure please call Ann Douglas 01189 692316 or 
Helen Chilton 01727 810817 



VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE. 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display lyrics, 
scripture, images, video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 
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Daring to follow 



Some years ago, I 
commented to an 
acquaintance that 
being involved in 
development was a way of 
living my faith. She asked 
which faith, and expressed 
surprise at the answer: What, 
she wondered, did 
Christianity have to say about 
our attitude towards poverty? 

It was a good question. So 
we did a whistlestop tour 
through some of the key 
Biblical texts - texts that 
include the Torah’s jubilee 
proclamations, the prophets’ 
thunderings against exploita- 
tion, Christ's uncompromising 
teaching on wealth and the 
apostles’ writings. 

She felt answered. But her 
question, with its implicit 
indictment of the attitudes 
of many Christians, still 
resonates. 

Of course, many Christian 
men and women have long 
worked quietly to alleviate 
poverty in their own and other 
countries. In recent years, too, 
campaigns have offered church- 
es worldwide a chance to share 
afresh the good news of God's 
love for the poor and mandate 
for justice. 

We can - and should - 
rejoice and give thanks to God 
for the successes of these cam- 
paigns. Fairtrade today benefits 
more than 5 million people. 
The new G8 debt accord - 
while limited in scope and 
flawed by excessive condi- 
tionality - holds out the 
hope of better healthcare 
and education for millions. 

But lest we become compla- 
cent, we need to remember the 
context in which these gains 
have occurred: 30,000 chil- 
dren die daily of poverty, and 
800 million people go hungry. 
Countries - even those with 
good governance - lack the rev- 
enue to care for their citizens. 
Unfair trade rules and practices 
destroy the livelihoods of mil- 
lions of farmers and workers. 



No one pre- 
tends that there 
are easy solutions 
- or that corrup- 
tion, bad governance and war 
don’t play a role in creating 
these problems. But the exis- 
tence of difficulties doesn't 
make any less compelling the 
need to work with our broth- 
ers and sisters - made, like us, 
in the image and likeness of 
God - to find solutions. 

Our God ‘so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son’. As 
Christians, we are saved by that 
self-emptying love and com- 
manded to love our neighbours 
as ourselves. This is a demand- 
ing task, requiring that we 
acknowledge that all things are 
God’s gifts, that our neigh- 
bours’ needs are as urgent as 
our own, and that if we are not 
sharing the burdens of our fel- 
low members of Christ’s body, 
our words about being part of 
it ring hollow. 

Sharing in love with a goal of 
equality, which Paul com- 
mends to the churches, can be 
scary for those of us whose 
lifestyle depends on not doing 
so. But we can be sure that the 
One who gave the command 
to love will also give strength to 
fulfil it And that whatever we 
give, we will receive far more in 
terms of closer fellowship with 
brothers and sisters worldwide 
- and with Him. 

Over the next few months, 
the Global Call for Action 
against Poverty, of which 
Make Poverty History is the 
UK ‘branch,’ will continue to 
campaign for debt relief, for 
trade with justice, for more 
and better aid. Some may feel 
called to join it; others to 
work and pray for the same 
end in different ways. What is 
the Spirit saying to us today - 
through Scripture and in our 
hearts? Dare we follow, 
whether in small steps or rad- 
ical leaps? Then again - if we 
take God's commands seri- 
ously - can we do other? 



BY MARANDA ST 
JOHN NICOLLE 



Christian teachers; the new diocesan website; foster care concerns 



In praise of good teachers 

WHAT a joy to read about 
Kathleen Fitton (May 
DOOR, page 1). Yes, I am 
another of her Weston 
House pupils! I was also 
thrilled to read a letter from 
Angela in the June issue of 
the DOOR. I was in her 
class at Weston House 
School in the '60's with 
Miss Fitton. Angela was a 
friend of mine and please 
wish her every blessing from 
me, Josephine Kershaw (nee 
Herbert). What a blessing to 
belong to God's family and 
know that one day we will 
all meet again, what a day 
of rejoicing that will be! 

Proverbs 22 verse 6 ‘Train 
up a child in the way he 
should go’. 

Good Christian teachers 
are never forgotten! 

Josephine Kershaw, 

Maidenhead 

New website 

I wish I could give encourag- 
ing feedback on the newly 
revamped diocesan web site, 
but I find it hard to navigate, 
lacking in warmth, devoid of 
personality, and suffering 
from a drab and uniformity 
that means that nothing 
stands out and everything 
has taken on a nondescript 
sameness. 

Clergy News 

Revd Peter Atkinson, Team Vicar, 
Aylesbury with Bierton & Hulcott, is 
to retire; Revd Mark Badger, Priest 
in Charge, Worcester St George with 
St Mary Magdalen, is to be 
Chaplain to the Thames Valley Police 
Force; Revd John Cartwright, is 
given Permission to Officiate in the 
Diocese of Oxford; Revd George 
Coppen, Team Vicar, Kidlington, is to 
retire; Revd Kenneth Flood, 
Assistant Curate, The Parish of the 
Ascension, Hulme, Manchester, 
is to be Community Priest, 
Wokingham St Paul, Sonning 
Deanery; Revd Des Foote, NSM for 



Further, the web page 
appears to permit people to 
adopt political stances under 
a cloak of anonymity. For 
example, the list of questions 
to ask prospective MPs. Who 
wrote it? On what authority 
was it published? Does it 
represent diocesan policy? 
Even a political party would 
be required to put a name to 
an article. Why should the 
diocese be any different? 

The previous web page had 
its shortcomings of course, 
but it was attractive, helpful 
and intuitive. No doubt the 
new version is very 'state of 
the art' on paper, but in just 
about every other sense it has 
taken a nosedive. There's 
something, too, about the 
actual quality of the presen- 
tation. I'm no expert, but 
there seems to be some pretty 
slovenly use of graphics (e.g. 
the frame around the logo at 
the top of every page). 

How much of the scarce 
resources of the diocese have 
been spent on trying to mend 
something that simply wasn't 
broken? 

Arnold Prentice 

Oxford 

Editors note: The Diocesan 
Director of Communication, 
Richard Thomas, said: 'I am 
grateful to Mr Prentice for his 
honest feedback. People will 

Ruscombe with Twyford in Sonning 
Deanery, is to be House for 
Duty Priest in Woolhampton with 
Midgham and Beenham Valence; 
and Aldermaston with Wasing and 
Brimpton; Revd Jeremy Harris, 
Team Vicar, Bracknell Team 
Ministry, is to be Vicar, All Saints 
Boyne Hill, Maidenhead & Windsor; 
Revd Adrian Hopwood, NSM House 
for Duty Priest in the Ridgeway 
benefice is to retire; Revd Simon 
Howard, Priest in Charge, Earley 
Trinity, Reading Deanery is to be 
Priest in Charge of Ruscombe with 
Twyford; Revd Joseph Kennedy, 
Curate at St Michael's & 
St Nicolas, Abingdon in Abingdon 
Deanery, is to be Dean of Chapel, 



have their own varying views 
about the new design, but I 
will try to answer his direct 
questions. 

The Diocese was proud to 
promote the work of Churches 
Together in Britain and 
Ireland in linking to their 
Election Website. The ques- 
tions were theirs, and many 
Churches found them helpful. 

With regard to resources, 
websites, like newspapers, need 
re-designing from time to time 
in order to incorporate new 
material. We needed to make 
changes in order to meet the 
needs of the Sharing Life pro- 
gramme, and took the oppor- 
tunity to extend this re-design 
to the whole website. No extra 
resources were spent on this 
because we have an excellent 
in-house webmaster. 7 

Foster care ‘market- 
place’ concerns 

I noted with interest the arti- 
cle from Jeanie Honey in the 
April Edition of the DOOR 
encouraging people to con- 
sider fostering a child. 

I very much welcome this 
initiative but would urge 
people to consider carefully 
the agency they chose to 
work with. The field of fos- 
tering has become something 
of a ‘market place’ with 
many agencies now operating 

Fellow and Chaplain of Selwyn 
College, Cambridge; Revd Charles 
Overton, Permission to Officiate with 
license to the Wycombe Deanery, is 
to be Priest in Charge, Chalfont St 
Peter, Amersham Deanery; Revd 
Paul Parks, Priest in Charge, Hurst, 
is to be Associate Minister, 
St Sebastian's Wokingham; Revd 
Canon Charles Parry, Associate 
Vicar, St Peter Furze Platt, is to be 
Associate Vicar - House for Duty, St 
Peter Furze Platt; Revd Emma 
Percy, Acting Chaplain of Wadham, 
is to be Chaplain at Trinity College; 
Revd Dr Lee Rayfield, Vicar, Furze 
Platt Maidenhead, is to be Bishop of 
Swindon; Revd Canon Theresa 
Scott, Rector, Burchetts Green, is To 



‘for profit’. Indeed the 
National Fostercare 
Associates are one such 
agency. There are however 
other agencies which operate 
not for profit such as our 
own Diocesan agency Parents 
and Children Together. 

It is regrettable that profit 
has entered the world of 
child care and I would 
encourage those of you 
thinking about fostering to 
find out as much as possible 
about the agency you chose 
to work with, in particular 
what level of support you 
will receive after the child 
or children are placed with 
you and whether you will 
have a dedicated worker. 
PACT at present is only 
operating a specialist long 
term Black Families 
Fostering project but hope- 
fully in the near future this 
will be extended to perma- 
nent white carers also. 

PACT has been commended 
by the Inspectorate for the 
support it offers carers. 
Derek Spears 
Vice-Chair of PACT and 
Chairperson of the Adoption 
and Fostering sub-Committee 

The Editor reserves the right 
to edit all letters sent for 
publication in The DOOR, as 
deemed necessary. 

be also Area Dean of Maidenhead & 
Windsor; Revd Hans Taling, 
Assistant Curate, Littleborough, is 
to be Priest in Charge, North 
Buckingham Benefice; Revd 
Andrew Teal is given Permission to 
Officiate in the Diocese of Oxford; 
Revd Joan Wakeling, Honorary 
Assistant Priest St James, 
Finchampstead, Sonning Deanery, 
is to be Priest in Charge of Raglan, 
Llandenny & Bryngwyn, 
Monmouth Diocese; Revd Neil 
Watkinson, NSM Curate, St 
Andrew & St Mary Magdalene, 
Maidenhead, is to be Curate in 
Training, St Andrew & St Mary 
Magdalene, Maidenhead & 
Windsor. 




The Door prize crossword compiled by Phil Hind 



Across 

1. Tractarianism (6,8) 

9. The giving of service (8) 

10 Continent (6) 

12. Tear (3) 

13. Delight (7) 

16. Relates a narrative (5-6) 

17. Work (6) 

20. Called (6) 

24. Reduce energy (5) 

26. Congress (5) 

28. Ideal storage for religious souvenirs (11) 

29. Unnecessarily (10) 

30. People of Hebrew descent (4) 

Down 

2. Afraid of foreigners (9) 

3. A 'bag of bones 7 ., or maybe a box! (7) 

4. A mournful song (5) 

5. By way of (3) 

6. Apostolic letter (7) 

7. Hand down customs (15) 

8. Confined (10) 



11. An instinct for excellence (5) 

14. Tranquillity (4) 

18. Burial Ceremony (7) 

19. Tops-up (7) 

21. Volume of praise songs (6) 

22. Chapel of Pope Sixtus IV (7) 

23. Site of Mesopotamian civilization (4) 

25. Part of a church divided laterally from the nave by a row 
of pillars or columns (5) 

27. Distracting noise (3) 

Welcome to The Door’s annual crossword. This summer we 
have three great prizes of copies of the new Lion Book of 
Christian Poetry to give away to the first correct answers 
drawn on August 16. 

The Lion Book of Christian Poetry brings together 6oo 
poems by more than 250 poets from the past 1,000 years. 
The anthology is a treasure store of the best English poetry 
from the seventh century to the present day. 

Send your completed crosswords to The DOOR 
Crossword, The Door, Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford OX2 oNB, or complete your crossword online at 
www.doomewspaper.com or www.oxford.anglican.org/door. 
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To everything there is a 
Church and taking ‘time 



Far from being just a long holiday, a sabbatical is a time 
of renewal and reflection for clergy. Liz Roberts explores 
what some of the clergy in our area have been getting up 
to on their once-a-decade sabbatical. 



MANY of us will be gearing up 
for holidays about now, even 
if that’s only two weeks with 
the phone off the hook and 
the curtains closed, watching 
Wimbledon. But what about 
the clergy embarking on a 
sabbatical this summer? Have 
they wangled themselves a 
three-month holiday? 

‘Far from it!’, says the Revd 
Oliver Simon, the recently 



retired Berkshire 
Archdeaconry Adviser on 
Sabbaticals. ‘It’s an essential 
breather from being the person 
to whom everyone passes the 
buck.’ Oliver’s job is to take the 
clergy’s germ of an idea about a 
programme for renewal and 
help him or her crystallise that 
thought into firm plans. He 
advises where funding can be 
applied for and, to some 



extent, performs the role of 
networker. 

A time of re-creation is a 
Biblical injunction, laid down 
in Leviticus 25: its avoidance 
was condemned (2 Chronicles 
36:21). The land was to be 
left fallow for the seventh 
year, the poor could glean 
whatever grew and God 
promised the sixth year would 
yield enough food to cover the 



Escape with a good book 




86024-48 -U.6.99 1-85G7&632-I £6. VV I 85078-620-8 £7,99 1-90475.305 1 £6.99 



Available now from your local Christian bookshop or £4 

0870 420 494 7 wvw.wesleyovyen.com 




period before the next possi- 
ble harvest. Every Diocese has 
a different pattern for hon- 
ouring the Creator’s plan - in 
Oxford, it amounts to paid 
leave of absence for 3 months 
every 10 years in-post, 
whether parish or sector. 
Whether our clergy would 
agree that faith alone makes 
the pre-sabbatical arrange- 
ments fall neatly into place is a 
matter of dispute: 

Richard Cowles of 
the Wheatley Team 
says the activity 
to organise 



being out of the parish for 
three months is frenetic, and 
the admin on return is huge - 
on the other hand, Chris Stott 

'an incumbent 
'going missing' for 
three months is a 
wonderful opportu- 
nity for the raising 
up of new, mature 
leaders' 

of Harwell and Chilton found 
the latter burden somewhat 
diminished by calculating his 
departure based on when he 
would have to return - he 
came back in August, typi- 
cally the closed season for 
meetings. 

Renewing vocation 

Richard started his sabbatical 
with a cycling pilgrimage to 
the sacred sites of Wales, 
culminating in a week’s 
retreat. He then took a 
five-week holiday in Italy 
with his wife, and 
returned for a month’s 
reading programme on his 
passion, Science and 
Religion. He says that his 
sabbatical renewed his sense 



of vocation, giving him time 
for uncluttered thinking and 
the chance to develop a vision 
for his own life and that of his 
parishes. 

Duncan Barnes, of 
Woughton Local Ecumenical 
Partnership, found the down- 
time crucial to, as he puts it, 
‘rehabilitating the human 
being rather than the clergy- 
man’. He visited school- 
church partnership projects 
around the country to com- 
plement his work with the 
Bridgebuilder Trust and 
brought back ideas for engag- 
ing schools in special projects, 
which he was able to put 
immediately into practice 
back home. Duncan, too, 
took a long holiday, in New 
York and Canada, drawing 
strength from the chance to 
catch up with distant family 
he would not otherwise get to 
see and, on a more prosaic 
level, learned the PC software 
program Microsoft Excel, to 
make him more efficient with 
his parish admin. 
(Congregations, please note!) 
Duncan found it easy to get 
away because he is part of a 
large team including 
Methodist, Baptist and URC 
colleagues and cover was 
always at hand, but for small 
rural parishes, the picture is 



How to make ‘brac< 

bracelets that children can 
understand and maybe then 
they can be helped to under- 
stand some of the other kinds 
so that they become more 
than a fashion accessory or 
latest trend. 

The Fruits of the Spirit 
bracelet 

But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy ; peace, patience , 
kindness, goodness, faithful- 
ness, gentleness and self con- 
trol. Galatians 5: 22 

For this you will need: 

Variety of beads (beads / neck- 
laces available from charity 
shops could be used) 

Or: coloured pasta - colour 
penne (tube) pasta by placing 
pasta in a plastic bag and 
adding food colouring. Shake 
pasta in bag until pasta is 
coloured, then place on a 
kitchen roll to dry. Repeat 



bv Jennv Hvson 

PLASTIC charity bracelets in 
their varying colours have 
become the latest fashion 
accessory. Many schools have 
had to ban the wearing of the 



bracelets in school. But I 
wonder if many of the chil- 
dren who wear these 
bracelets really know or 
understand the needs of the 
charity they represent. 

Here are two ideas for 
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season: the 
out’ 



quite different. Chris needed 
to draft in a few clergy from 
outside the parish and when 
Chris’s non stipendiary minis- 
ter was hit by a debilitating 
virus (thankfully temporary, 
but nevertheless enervating), 
taking her out of the picture, 
too, it was down to the lead- 
ership team left behind to do 
a lot of fast and fancy foot- 
work to find cover without 

'as congregants, we 
often aren't 
interested enough 
in the great adven- 
tures or renewal 
experiences of our 
sabbatical-taking 
clergy... too often 
they are sucked 
right back into the 
grind, into an 
unchanged 'the 
vicar does every- 
thing' attitude' 

disrupting the sabbatical. The 
Harwell and Chilton experi- 
ence was clearly unfortunate, 



but Richard is adamant that 
an incumbent ‘going missing’ 
for three months is a wonder- 
ful opportunity for the raising 
up of new, mature leaders 
who - with prayer and a fol- 
lowing wind - continue with 
their contribution to the min- 
istry landscape long after the 
clergyman or woman has 
returned. 

Inspiration 

Chris has managed two sab- 
baticals whilst Rector. In the 
most recent, in 2004, he trav- 
elled to Sinai and took part in 
a desert pilgrimage, including 
a trek in the mountains, sleep- 
ing out under the stars. He 
returned to a conference on 
‘new ways of church’ in 
Sheffield, looking at new 
models for the parish church 
to be at the heart of a commu- 
nity, the culture of which has 
changed almost unrecognis- 
ably in a matter of a couple of 
generations. Along with holi- 
day time with wife Eva, Chris 
said the sabbatical fed his 
imagination, reminded him of 
the value of solitude and gave 
him the opportunity for a 
renewed sense of purpose in 
the place where he has been 
sent. Preceded by a Willow 
Creek conference and then 
NEAC in Blackpool in 2003, 



he had a life-changing 18 
months, the ‘high’ he got from 
which didn’t really wear off 
until earlier this year. 

A time for congregations, too 

Oliver Simon says that, as 
congregants, we often aren’t 
interested enough in the great 
adventures or renewal expert 
ences of our sabbatical-taking 
clergy. He sees them too often 
sucked right back into the 
grind, into an unchanged ‘the 
vicar does everything’ atti- 
tude. The three clergy inter- 
viewed here, however, had - 
happily - found that we were 
anxious to make their learn- 
ing episode ours, too. Chris, 
indeed, said that his time 
away went to the very core of 
his faith and approach to min- 
istry to such an extent that the 
experience was almost 
beyond articulating in mere 
words, however many church 
groups wanted to see the 
slide-show. Oliver’s point 
serves to remind us, though, 
that we all have a part to play 
in ensuring that the revivify- 
ing experience of a sabbatical 
continues to sustain our cler- 
gy long after their return; only 
then can we as worshipping 
communities derive the bless- 
ing which is envisaged in 
Scripture. 



lets with a message 



using various colours to colour 
the pasta. 

Shirring elastic for threading 

Talk together: 

Talk together with the chil- 
dren about the different char- 
acteristics of the fruits of the 
Spirit. Think about the oppo- 
sites of these words and what 
happens when we are not 
patient, kind and loving to 
one another. 

Invite the children to 
choose nine different beads 
one for each of the fruits. 
(The beads might be different 
colours, shapes or sizes). 

Thread the beads or pasta 
onto elastic and tie the two 
ends together. 

Invite children to identify 
to each other which bead 
represents which fruit, this 
will help them to learn the 
names of the different fruits. 

Remind the children that 
as they wear the bracelet they 



can remember how God 
wants them to live alongside 
one another. 

Friendship Bands 

For this you will need: 

Three strands of wool 70 cms 
long, one red and two other 
different colours. 

Tie the ends together and 
either tape the end to a table 
or ask a friend to help by 
holding the end. 

Hold thread B with your 
left hand. Loop thread A over 
the top, and then, underneath 
as shown (illustration above 
right). Pull the loop you have 
made up to the knot at the 
top. Do exactly the same 
again, looping thread A over 
and under thread B. 

Now do the same thing, 
this time taking thread A 
over thread C. Again, do it 
twice. 

Thread B should be at the 
left hand side now. 



Carry on in the same way, 
always knotting the left hand 
thread twice round the centre 
thread, then twice round the 
right hand thread. Stop 
when your string is long 
enough. 

Tie all the threads together 
and trim the ends about 
5cms from the knot. 

Talk together: 

Talk together about friends, 
family and other people who 
care for us. Take a piece of 
the red wool and remind the 
children how Jesus loved us 
so much that he even died on 
a cross for us. Remind the 
children that Jesus is always 
there for us. 

Now invite the children to 
think of two other people 
who are very special to them 
and to choose a coloured 
piece of wool for each of 
them. Invite the children to 
plait their friendship bracelet 
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Chris Stott on Mt Sinai pinnacle - a photo from his sabbatical desert pilgrimage and right, Richard 
Cowles on the bike that took him off on a cycling pilgrimage. Photos Frank Blackwell 



Oliver Simon concludes 
that the three elements of a 
sabbatical - retreat, study, 
and holiday (often the only 
chance for many years that a 
member of the clergy has to 
get far, far away for a good 
length of time with the family) 



- are vital to the reinvigora- 
tion of the calling. And - with 
much of the credit for this 
going to his careful prepara- 
tion of sabbatical-observing 
clergy - he has never known 
anyone for whom the oppor- 
tunity of three months’ unhin- 



dered reflection meant they 
returned to their duties con- 
cluding that they were in the 
wrong job! 

Liz Roberts works as a free- 
lance publicist for charities and 
worships at St Matthew's 
Harwell, Oxon 



j 



as the instruction above. (A 
simpler way would be to 
plait the three threads). 

Remind the children that 
as they wear the bracelet they 
can remember that they are 
never alone. 

Make Poverty History 
Bracelets 

Having thought with the chil- 
dren about the symbols 
behind wearing bracelets 
such as those talked about 
above, you could then talk 
about the white band 
bracelets that are available 
from Oxfam as the symbol 
for Make Poverty History 
and the G8 summit that will 
be taking place this month. 

The image# we’ve seen on 
TV of the Asian tsunami dis- 
aster have been shocking, 
hut they conceal another cri- 
sis - one of widespread 
underdevelopment both in 
Asia and throughout 




developing countries. 

Around 30,000 children 
die unnecessarily every day 
doe to poverty, but because 
these deaths don’t alt happen 
at once, the situation rarely 
reaches our newspapers or 
televisions, 

lit July the UK will be host- 
ing the annual meeting of the 
G$ f the world’s most power* 
fat political leaders. Make 
Poverty Hmory ts a bid to 
urge world leaders to take 
tong term action that could 
lift millions of people out of 
poverty. 



of Make Poverty History and 
the Global Gill to Action 
Against Poverty, Across the 
world, people can show their 
support to tackle poverty, by 
wearing a simple white band. 
There are specific White 
Band Days; 1 July (just 
before the Gi); 13 September 
(just before the UN summit). 
People will be asked to wear 
their white bands as a global 
mark of solidarity and sup- 
port, White band* can be 
bought from Oxfam, 
Traidcrafr or Christian Aid 
online, or in Oxfam shops. 



Wear a white band Jenny Hyson fs the diocesan 

The white band is the symbol children's adviser 
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Surviving family 
days out 



By Sue Keighley 

My husband is an Anglican 
vicar, therefore the only day 
of the week we have to 
spend at will with our three 
children is Saturday (wed- 
dings permitting!). But we 
would often reach mid- 
afternoon and feel hugely 
frustrated. We decided that 
the situation had to change 



and so we have recently 
adopted a game plan that 
has radically improved the 
situation. The principles are 
the same whether it’s an 
afternoon or a fortnight’s 
holiday. 

Plan carefully 

Charlie and I try to chat 
about Saturday on 
Thursday evening when the 
children are in bed. This 



gives us the benefit of hav- 
ing a unified plan and being 
able to manage everyone’s 
expectations better. 

Check your facts in advance 
Ensure that attractions and 
parks etc., are open in 
advance - a friend of mine 
planned a son’s birthday 
party at the local Wild West 
theme park and arrived in 
the car park with 12 chil- 
dren to find it was closed for 
refurbishment! 

Invest in having fun with 
your children 

The families we know who 
have the strongest relation- 



ships as they grow up are 
those who have done lots of 
activities together since the 
children were little. It does- 
n’t have* to be expensive to 
be memorable: bike rides, 
picnics, kite-flying, etc. 
Remember the adage of cre- 
ating special memories for 
your children as they grow 
up and you’ll reap the bene- 
fit in later years when they 
still enjoy your company. 

Always pack a game of 
cards 

All of our children love card 
games and they offer great 
variety and can be pulled 
out quickly if necessary. 



COTS WOLD 

Wildlife Park 

— and Gardens — % 0 

from ANTS to 
WHITE RHINOS 
and BATS to the 
BIG CATS in 

160 acres of 
landscaped Parkland 

PLUS • ADVENTURE 
PLAYGROUND 

• CHILDREN’S 
FARMYARD 

• PICNIC AREAS & CAFETERIA 

• NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY 

(RUNS APR - OCT) 

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 

Burford, Oxon 0X18 4JW (01993) 823006 



Open daily from 10am. Mid-way between Oxford & Cheltenham 



This year sees the 35th anniversary of the 
opening of the COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK 
AND GARDENS to the public in 1970 when the 
largest exhibit was a llama. 

Many changes have taken place since then and over 
ten million visitors have helped transform the Park 
which now holds one of the most varied zoological 
collections in the UK; only four other zoos in the 
whole country hold more species. With its wide 
collection of wildlife and the development of the 
grounds into 140 acres of beautiful landscaped 
parkland and gardens there is something for all age 
groups and interests. The old Walled Kitchen 
Garden has been transformed into an area with 
fascinating small mammals, including meerkats, 
penguins exotic birds and plants and a tropical 
house; elsewhere on the Park can be seen lions, 
leopards and rhinos. 

Facilities are excellent for both the able-bodied and 
the disabled, with easy access for wheelchair users 
and baby buggies to all exhibits. The Park is now 
well known for its cleanliness, award winning toilets 
and realistic price structure including free parking. 

See the website for more information and dates 
of special events 

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 





Rhino 

Open 



The hands on zoo farm with the world's loosest hedge maze! 
Huge indoor adventure play for oil ages, Gift Shop and Cafe 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10: 30 • 5:00 (It Monday In School Holidays) 

Noah's Ark Zoo Farm, B3128, Wraxall, Bristol, BS48 IPG 
Animat handling: tal: 01275 8 52606 fax: 01275 8 57080 New ^ stooi 

chicks, lambs. rabbits . M bUiS Slop? 

www, noahsarkzoofarmco, uk 




A Modern 
Outdoor 
Activity Centre 
For The Youth 
Of Today 




With its dramatic location 
and modem facilities, The 
Beacon offers a unique 
setting for residential 
outdoor teaching and 
activity breaks. 

The centre is ideal for 
schools, colleges and 
universities and a 
wonderful environment for 
Youth Group holidays. We 
are committed to 
delivering a wide range of 
exciting and challenging 
activities which will help 
to develop new skills and 
facilitate team building. 

The Beacon is staffed by a 
Christian Community 
which welcomes people of 
all faiths and none. 

All the activities we offer 
take place on the estate. 
We have been working 
with young people at Lee 
Abbey for many years - 
with a programme 
available all year round in 
the Main House - and 
each summer we run a 
residential camp for four 
weeks attracting around 
400 youngsters. 

Our highly trained team 
members are chosen very 
carefully to ensure that 
our guests, whatever their 
age, background or 
experience, are in the 
hands of safe, caring 
professionals. 

With a vista of deep blue 
sea, rugged beaches and 
lush green valleys, The 
Beacon is set in 280 acres 
on the Lee Abbey estate 
within Exmoor National 
Park; overlooking our own 
private beach, where the 
rolling moorland changes 
dramatically to wooded 
valleys which sweep down 
to the sea. 

Set in an area of 
outstanding natural 
beauty, The Beacon is 
surrounded by an 
abundance of wildlife, 
trees and plants and is 
approached through the 
dramatic setting of the 
Valley of the Rocks. 
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The ‘Adventure of Faith' 

Live it! 

Summer adventure holidays in 
Oxfordshire & Berkshire... also 
Youth & School Residential 
Leadership Training . . . 
and the all action 

A+ Gap Year 

... which adventure are you looking for? 

A+ ... helping you realise your potential in a positive Christian 
environment 



Adventure Plus 



inquiries@adventureplus.org.uk 

01993 703308 



www.adventureplus.org.uk 



The Church of St Laurence 
South Hinksey, Oxford 

FESTIVAL WEEKEND 




Saturday 6th August 2005 

Flower Festival and Gift Day 

10.30am until 4.30pm 
Church open for visitors and refreshments 

Sunday 7th August 2005 

11.15am Festival Eucharist of 
St Laurence 

Guest preacher 

The Venerable the Archdeacon of Oxford 
Fr Julian Hubbard 

The Flower Festival and Gift Day continues on Sunday 
from 2.00pm until 4.30pm 



Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm, Wraxall 




Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm, in Wraxall (just outside Bristol) 
claims to be the only licensed zoo in the country 
owned and run with Christian intent. Not often do you 
see White Rhinos in North Somerset, but Rumbull and 
Rumba are the latest of about 80 sorts of animal to 
take up residence at Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm, which is 
home to a colourful collection of species including 
camels, bison, meerkats, reptiles, and Tropical Birds, 
such as peacocks, parrots, and six endangered species 
of finch. 

Other attractions include huge adventure 
playgrounds, the world’s longest hedge maze, and a 
staggering 14ft scale reconstruction of the Ark to the 
biblical size and detail, complete with in-scale model 



animals. The whole experience is aimed at helping 
people rediscover their Creator and marvel at his 
works. Recent outcry from the press and local 
councillors over the farm’s promotion of creationism 
hasn’t stopped schools and families pouring in. Noah’s 
Ark is now open until October 29, 2005. Go and see 
what all the fuss is about. 

Bookings can be made by phone: 01275 852606. 
Prices range from £7.50 for adults, £.5.50 for children 
(2-16) and £23.00 for a family (2+2). Opening hours 
are Mondays to. Saturdays in the holidays and 
Tuesdays to Saturdays in term-time from 
10.30am-5pm. They close on Sundays. Naturally. 
ww. noahsarkzoofarm. co. uk 




Design 

Pruning 



Lawneare 
Landscaping 
Soil Improvement 
Irrigation And Maintenance 

Wes Maree 

Tel : 01869 345650 
Mobile: 07786 743261 

Email : wesmaree @ lovageardens.com 

e 
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Obituary 



Stories with a deeper dimension 



Clare Wenham talks to Eve Lockett, a licensed lay minister 
in the parish of Cumnor, about her new book, Tales of Grace 




In memory of Janet Piggott 



‘IT WAS because of a story that 
I came to Christian faith,’ says 
Eve Lockett. 

‘As a young teenager, 
adamant that Christianity was 
no more than moral sentiment 
and make-believe for the easi- 
ly-led, I read The Robe by 
Lloyd C. Douglas. It was 
romantic, colourful, exotic - 
but hidden in its pages was a 
portrayal of Jesus so forceful 
that it left me stunned. This 
was someone who compelled 
my respect. If I was to be true 
to myself, I had to believe in 
him. My world has not been 
the same since.’ 

Eve began to write stories as 
a child; they have always been 
part of her life: ‘Sometimes 
they have helped me escape 
from too much reality. 
Sometimes they have helped 
me bear it, and live with it, and 
find a deeper dimension to it.’ 

The idea for writing Tales of 
Grace began when she was 
preparing a talk on grace for an 
all-age worship service and she 



decided to tell a story illustrat- 
ing grace in action. Someone 
said to her afterwards that 
when a story begins you can 
feel everyone relaxing, adults 
as well as children: ‘We know 
we are allowed to enjoy this 
bit.’ So the first story, ‘The 
Poor Thief’, was born, and the 
others followed. 

Tales of Grace contains 50 
stories written with both chil- 
dren and adults in mind. They 
are suitable for use in church 
services, children’s talks, school 
assemblies, bedtime or family 
reading or group reflection. 
The stories illustrate some of the 
main themes of the Christian 
life, such as grace, forgiveness, 
friendship, guidance, trust and 
prayer. Some have a traditional 
flavour others a contemporary 
setting. Each story is accompa- 
nied by sermon pointers for 
four key Bible passages relating 
to the theme, and suggestions 
for visual aids and actions. 

The questions on the stories 
and the biblical passages are a 



key part of the book. ‘This 
gives the sense of an exploration,’ 
says Eve, ‘seeking to understand, 
working out how the stories, 
themes and Bible passages res- 
onate with our own experience 
of life. It’s that process which 
excites me, and which I wanted 
the book to reflect.’ 

Eve is convinced of the value 
of story-telling today. ‘The sim- 
ple telling or reading of a story 
to a child can be overlooked in 
the wacky, high-tech wonder- 
land available to children 
today. And yet the power of a 



story can enter deeper into our 
imaginations, can release our 
own creativity and empower us 
in a way that sophisticated 
entertainment can never do. It’s * 
my hope that these stories will 
be enjoyed by children and 
adults alike, and that in the 
telling of them, some of the 
treasure within ourselves and 
within God’s kingdom will be 
discovered.’ 

Tales of Grace by Eve Lockett is 
published by the Bible Reading 
Fellowship at £7.99 



Janet Piggott, that most faithful 
and enthusiastic servant of Jesus 
Christ, died only a few short 
weeks after being diagnosed with 
cancer, leaving her family and 
many friends and colleagues 
stunned and bereft. Janet gave 
herself to the Oxford Diocese, as 
well as the parish of Datchet 
within the Riverside Team 
Ministry, and the Burnham and 
Slough Deanery, as if these were 
her only areas of service outside 
her working life and family. This 
was far from the reality. 

Janet's profound and prayerful 
Christian faith was the main- 
spring of her whole life, and her 
work through the structures of 
the church was but a fraction of 
her total commitment She was a 
brilliant music teacher as well as 
being a popular and immensely 
skilled classroom teacher. Her 
quiet and gentle approach could, 
I understand, be misleading for 
wayward pupils who thought she 
was 'a soft touch'! Her produc- 
tions at her Middle School in 
Windsor, from which she had only 
very recently retired, were memo- 
rable, legendary and fun. She had 
a wonderful alto voice and sang 



with the Windsor and Eton choir 
as well as in the church. Her love 
of music was profound and 
knowledge extensive. 

Within the Deanery she was 
Lay Chair for over 10 years giv- 
ing a lead with wit and wisdom 
in every aspect of our life. She 
chaired our Finance and Standing 
Committees and was imaginative 
and visionary in finding new ways 
forward for deaneries - always in 
an ecumenical context 

She was equally active in many 
aspects of the life of Datchet. 
Worship leader, choir member, 
children and young people's work- 
er, PCC or pantomime, Janet gave 
100% in all she did. 

There can be few people who had 
so packed a diary as Janet. 
Everything and everyone received 
her full attention for the task in 
hand. But most important by far 
was her family, her husband Ron, 
and children Sue, Andrew and 
Vicky. 

She gave so much to so many; 
it is no wonder that St Mary's, 
Datchet, was packed to the 
rafters at her funeral to send her 
on her way - no doubt singing! 
Revd Simon Brown 



NORTH CORNISH 
COAST 

Very comfortable, 
well-equipped 4 bedroomed 
house, 5 minutes stroll away 
from the rolling atlantic! 
Available weeks in June and 
then from 28th August. 
For more details please call 
Sue on: 020 7924 5951 



HOLIDAYS 2005 



North Yorkshire 
Coast 
Near Whitby 

Luxury Holiday Cottage, 
sleeps 10, beach and 
village location. 

Tel: 07749 278354 

www.sandsendpavilion.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 

Heated Indoor Pool. 

A SGames Barn* Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www. northcolemanorfarm.co.uk 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air- 
conditioned privately 
owned villa. Sleeps 8/10, 
own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 
Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01865 326776 



Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour; 
Coastal & Country Walks. 
Private parking. 

Tel: 01803 857361 



Tuscany 

Garfagnana 

Delightfully restored 1 5C 
house, two bedrooms, in 
small mountain village. 
Superb views from upper and 
lower loggia. Glorious 
walking country. 

Please call Diane Goodwin on 

Tel: 01379 677 230 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy 
and loved. See: 

www.pottingshedholldays.co.uk 

1-mail: 

info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel: 01749 672 857 




FLORIDA 

KISSIMMEE 
3 bed, 2 baths, luxury villa 
near Disney & Universal 
Studios. Air conditioning, 
own pool, sleeps 6-8 
www.basslakesvilla.co.uk 

Tel: 01980 630950 



Isle of Wight 

Sandown 

UK ♦♦♦ Friendly Family 
Hotel. 7 Nights Half 
Board, ferry inclusive 
from £199 

Special short breaks available 

Tel: 01983 402551 



TUSCANY 

Beautiful Holiday apartment 
overlooking the Tuscan Hills 
from within the medieval 
walls of Barga, sleeps 6. 

For more details, please visit 
www.tuscan-apartinent.com 
or call 0039 0583 710015 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 8-passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France in 2005. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER. DEFT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3 AN. 
Td: 01992 550616 
Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCH ET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 

Half Price for Senior Citizens 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 



BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



Northumberland, Wooler, 

spacious holiday cottage to 
rent. Sleeps five, very comfort- 
able beds. Beautiful scenery 
and walking from the door. 
£230-£400, 10% clergy dis- 
count. Some weeks available 
this summer. 

joanne.grenfell @ btinternet . 
com 0114 272 2545 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £1 29.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 Weeks Europe - From only £18.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with higher than normal age limits 



cm 


MttP l We can now sell annual 

insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 


BfiMni 


HIRE 


60% Less Than Most 
High Street Agents 


HIE 




Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 
Call For Details 

0U6 272 0500 



C3 



To advertise uour holidau kovaz k ere, c-all 

OQ.OJ-4-±J-5ZOO 
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Facing the 

A few years ago one of our well- 
known comedians was describing the 
way various people ended their let- 
ters: “Yours sincerely” etc., and 
when he got to the undertakers it 
was: “Yours eventually”! 

The one certainty we can’t 
escape, yet which we have tradition- 
ally been unwilling to contemplate 
and talk about, is now more open. 
Television programmes have had 



inevitable 

celebrities discussing what sort of 
funeral they would like, and there is 
now much more flexibility, from 
environmentally aware ‘green’ funer- 
als (cardboard coffins in good vari- 
ety; woodland burial sites) to includ- 
ing pop tunes. 

And rightly so. These days we 
have fewer relatives, often more dis- 
tant, who may have little awareness 
of the hymns, music or readings 



which meant so much to us. 
Thinking about what sort of funeral 
we would like, and what we might 
like included in the service, far from 
being morbid, can give us a chance to 
bring back happy memories, and 
leaving all this in a well-documented 
list can be just as helpful to relatives 
as leaving all our other affairs in 
order for the inevitable day! We can 
also take care of the costs with pre- 
planned schemes. 

And when we ourselves are 
bereaved, it all starts with the funer- 



al director. The first port of call to 
start taking care of all the practical 
things when someone dies, that we 
may never have had to manage or 
even think about before, will be the 
local firm we select. 

Very often under long-established 
family ownership, or well-experi- 
enced local management, they will 
offer you very understanding advice 
of what you need in the way of cer- 
tificates, can advise on the differ- 
ent types of funeral (you may have 
to be selective to find a funeral 



director who is helpful on ‘green’ 
funerals) and will contact the minis- 
ter and arrange for musicians if 
required. 

They should be able to offer a 
good range of coffins (costs needn’t 
be as frightening as sometimes 
thought), will also be able to recom- 
mend florists, and even suggest local 
catering firms who will provide 
refreshment after the service. This 
can be especially helpful if you are 
some distance away from where the 
funeral is to take place. 



GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 



A family owned business with five generations 
of experience, offering a personal dignified 
24 hour service 



Private Chapels of Rest 



Funeral Directors Keith Green 
and Ian Green 

21 High Street, 
Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01 865 880837 
Fax: 01 865 882831 




8 Bridge Street, 
Witney, Oxford 
& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01 993 776486 




Greens Funeral Services 

Established in 1866, by Henry Bernard Green; 

the Green family of Eynsham still offers a 
personal and professional service to families 
throughout Oxford, Eynsham, Witney and the 
surrounding districts. Today, the business is still 
a family affair, fourth and fifth generations all 
working together to provide the quality care 
and experience expected from independent 
family funeral directors. 

With funeral homes at both Eynsham and 
recently refurbished in Witney, the Green family 
continues to carry on the reputation and 
services from a traditional, family-run, business 
in their local community. 

Tel: 01 865 880837 
Fax: 01 865 882831 




INDEPENDENT FAMILY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENTAL MASONS 

Serving the Community for 180 Years # 



Eldon House Ellen Lodge 
36 157 

Eldon Road Binfield Road 
Reading Bracknell 

Tel: Tel: 

0118 01344 

957 3650 303707 



Blyth House Blyth House 
158 105 

Reading Road London Road 
Henley Wokingham 
on Thames 

Tel: Tel: 

01491 0118 

413434 978 4040 



24 Hours 

Advice & Assistance 
www.abwalker.co.uk 




GOLDEN 
CHARTER 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 



INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 



The tradition of excellence provided by 
the funeral service of A. B. Walker goes 
back well into the nineteenth century. 

The strength of the company lies in the 
close relationship of directors and staff to 
the area they serve, a strong family 
presence (there are currently five 
members of the Walker family involved in 
the business) and a well trained and 
motivated staff. 

The long term commitment of A. B. 
Walker to its area of operation was 
exemplified in March this year by the 
opening of a beautiful new branch in 
Wokingham by Mr. Philip Wroughton, 
the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire. 

This purpose built branch is fully 
equipped with all the most modern 
features and provides a facility 
unequalled in the Wokingham area. 




memorial 

woodlands 



Funeral 

Directors 



We are the only Funeral Directors with our own 

Private Chapel seating 150, Reception Rooms 
and Woodland Cemetery for burial and ashes 

Funeral Plans Pre-Purchase of Plots 24 Hour Service 



Enquiries: 01454 414999 

www.memorialwoodlands.com 

Memorial Woodlands, Earthcott Green, nr. Thornbury, 
BRISTOL BS35 3TA 



Funeral 



woodlands Directors 



Bristol Memorial Woodlands is the unique 
realization of an exceptional vision. Some 
ten years ago, the owner, Christopher 
Baker, attended a cremation. The impact 
upon him was profoundly disturbing. He 
intuitively knew that there had to be a 
better way of dealing with the death of a 
loved one; and from that point onwards set 
about finding that ‘better way’. Finally, 
after lengthy negotiations with the local 
Council he was granted planning 
permission to use his land and buildings 
for a woodland cemetery. 

Three things were, and indeed still are, 
central to his vision of enabling family and 
friends to celebrate the life and of a loved 
one in the way they want; Time, Space and 
Privacy. To that end he established a 
practice of permitting no more than one 
funeral a day on the site to ensure that 
a family has all the time and privacy 
necessary (the whole day); whilst the 
early 19th century buildings (see 
website), converted to a chapel and 
reception area, provide the resources 
necessary to support most if not all of a 
family’s requirements. 



Since opening four years ago three other 
factors emerged as important to bereaved 
families; ‘celebration*, ‘creativity* and 
‘empowerment’. In grief many families lose 
sight of the fact that there is often a great 
deal that can be celebrated about the life 
of the ‘deceased* and the ‘Woodlands* 
encourage families to honour their dead in 
the most creative manner possible, and 
furthermore, that many people also want 
to be actively involved in the organization 
of the funeral; a rare possibility in 
traditional funerary processes. 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Memorial Woodlands is able to provide a 
complete bespoke funeral that provides any 
level of service a family may require. This 
service also includes the facility for people 
to design and purchase a pre-paid Funeral 
Plan and secure a burial plot in advance. 
There are distinct advantages in doing this, 
not only are the financial benefits 
considerable - you buy at today’s prices - 
but in designing your funeral you also help 
your family cope at a time of loss and 
ensure that your final resting place is 
secure and your last wishes carried out. 



memorial 

woodlands 



Funeral 

Directors 
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July Recipe: Fruit Tea Loaf 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 

On the first Saturday of every month our Village Hall hosts 
the local Wycombe Branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

One of my best friends in Amersham had this cruel illness so 
when we moved to Hughenden and our vicar’s wife asked if 
we would like to help out with ‘the social’, I agreed gladly and 
have been with them for about 18 years. One of the main 
organisers is my friend Judy Biggs and she is a superb cook 
and makes all the cakes for the sumptuous tea we always have 
after the entertainment. This delicious tea bread is her recipe. 

Originally made when she helped with the Brownies, she 
gave it to me to share with the readers of The DOOR. 

Ingredients 

3/4 lb (350 gm) mixed fruit 
7oz (200 gm) fair trade soft 
sugar 

10 oz (270 gm) self raising 
flour 

3/4 pint (425 ml) freshly 
made tea 
2 eggs 
Pinch of salt 

Method 

Make the tea and then pour over the fruit and sugar and leave 
over night. Next day, mix in the flour and the beaten eggs to 
the soaked fruit and sugar and cook in a 21b greased, non-stick 
bread tin. Cook for approximately 1.5 hours at gas mark 2 
(300°F, 150°C). Cool on a rack and served sliced and buttered. 




Sharing stories with other faiths 

AnnaThomas-Betts, vice chair of the diocesan committee for inter-faith concerns. 



on an faith dialogue day in 

MORE than 60 people aged 
from 17 to 70 gathered for an 
interfaith dialogue at the 
Global Retreat Centre in 
Nuneham Courtnay, organised 
by the diocesan committee for 
interfaith concerns, the Brahma 
Kumaris and the United 
Religions Initiatives. 

All those who attended were 
of diverse religious beliefs, but 
with an interest in interfaith 
matters and sharing their own 
faith experiences with others. 

Two BK sisters, Daxa Shah 
and Els Bracken, facilitated the 
structured programme of con- 
versations to tell each other 
about a spiritual experience, that 
we felt connected to something 
bigger than ourselves. 

The intention was to match a 
younger person with an experi- 
enced person, not of the same 
religion, to discover what hap- 
pened to us and how it changed 
our lives, by interviewing each 
other in a ‘spirit of appreciative 
enquiry’. We had to try to enter 
into the other's experience, later 



Oxfordshire for people of all 

telling out each other’s story. 

It emerged that similar 
themes - of light, of awareness 
of each other and God, of light- 
ness and a lifting of burdens, of 
the participants being linked 
together - were running 
through the nine groups. The 
young people, many of them 
sixth formers, were not at all 
fazed in the presence of the 
older generation; on the con- 
trary, their self-confidence and 
enthusiasm were an inspiration. 

People found the afternoon 
very worthwhile. Some valued 
it because there was ‘a simple 
directness in sharing personal 
experience’. Some found it a 
relief to be ‘talking ‘non-doctri- 
nally’ about faith matters’. This 
afternoon had taken a great 
deal of effort to set up on the 
part of Drs Hugh Boulter and 
Marcus Braybrooke of ODCIC. 

Hannah Chalmers, a 
Mechanical Engineering under- 
graduate, said: ‘The dialogue 
has left me with two particular 
memories. Firstly, a striking 



ages 

similarity in [our spiritual] 
experiences, even though we 
have different religious beliefs 
and, secondly, incredible 
warmth and laughter after we’d 
spent so little time talking and 
listening. It is also heartening to 
realise that I can do this in 
friendship and fellowship, lis- 
tening and learning from my 
own reflections and the wisdom 
of others.’ 




Sharing faith experiences. 



Youth group 
‘famine’ for 
Aids victims 



ONE child is orphaned by 
HIV/AIDS every 14 seconds. 
That’s why Bloxham Youth 
Group (BYG) took part in 
the World Vision, 24-hour 
Famine. The 24-hour Famine 
is the UK's biggest one-day 
youth fundraiser. 

This year’s target for the 
24-hour Famine is to raise £1 
million and the members of 
BYG more than played their 
part by raising a staggering 
£1,700 in sponsorship. The 
money sent to World Vision 
by BYG is enough to give 24 
children orphaned by AIDS, 
supplementary food, medical 
care and life skills training 
for one year. 

Richard Harrison, one of 
the Leaders at BYG, said: 

‘We thought we might raise a 
few hundred pounds but we 
were completely blown away 
with the final total.’ 

The BYG members did a 
presentation during the 
Sunday morning service at St 
Mary’s, Bloxham. 
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NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON-FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG, U.K. 

E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Non' read 
about real 

exorcist 

The Reluctant 
Exorcist 

by Ken Gardiner 
£5-50 

Originally 
pubished by 
Kingsway, 
for £6-99 Twin Books 

www.twinbooks.co.uk 
PO Box 3667 

Wolverhampton WV£ 9XZ 
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THE BIBLE, THE CHURCH * JL u 

AND HOMOSEXUALITY 
Edited by Nicholas Coulton £7.95 

The Bible, the Church and Homosexuality is intended to reach J 
those who believe that the issues in human sexuality m 
involve a straight choice between faithfulness to Scripture 
or conforming to liberal conscience, and that Scripture ■ 
must prevail even if their heart and experience tug them in if 
a different direction. The collection of essays by leading 
theologians, philosophers, historians and biblical scholars Z 
explores a variety of fundamental Christian themes and 
shows that a change in the Church’s approach to homosexuality would be both 
consistent with the Church’s understanding of Scripture and with the Church’s 
traditional ways of working with doctrine. 




The contributors include Marilyn McCord Adams, Robert Merrihew 
Adams, John Drury, Christopher Rowland, Jane Shaw and Margaret 
Bedggood. 



Darton Longman & Todd Ltd 
www.darton-longman-todd.co.uk 



STEEP DECLINE IN SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 

This was the grim news that greeted participants in a 
recent GO TEACH Conference. 

• 1,000 children lost to English Sunday Schools each 
week between 1989 and 1998 

• 4% of children attending Sunday School in 2000, 
compared with 55% in 1900 

• 41 % of churches without any attenders under 20 
years of age. 

Despite the decline in Sunday School attendance, 

GO TEACH remains in the forefront of producing bible 
based material for children. Since the work began with a 
single booklet in 1946 as "Feed My Lambs", it has 
continued to flourish. Now, a full time staff of 4 
produces 36 books every year for 4 different age groups, 
thanks to an army of part time and volunteer workers. 
With eye catching visuals, this highly professional 
production is translated into Russian, Spanish and Welsh 
and is increasingly appreciated by thousands of churches 
and schools around the world. 

Tel: 0845 4309741 Email: sales@goteach.org.uk 



Staying Aliue 

By John Delaney 

Slaying Alive Is the true story of John Delaney once a member of 
the elite South African Parachute Battalion, and now a soldier for 
God. 

John was born into an ordinary white Johannesburg family, and 
grew up in the apartheid years of the 1960s and 70s, amid the 
deep-seated racism that afflicted his country. He entered the army 
to do his National Service in 1980. Over the next two years he was 
trained to the peak of physical fitness, achieving his coveted place 
as a Parabat, and fighting in the bush wars in Angola. His training 
as a soldier affected him deeply: it demanded instant obedience and 
highly-strung aggression, together with an impersonal ability to kill 
or be killed. Yet at the end of two years he was returned to civilian 
life with no rehabilitation or counselling. 

It was not surprising that like many of his fellows, he found it hard 
to adjust. He was used to a life that was full of excitement and 
fuelled by adrenalin; girls, drinking, drugs and brawling failed to 
mask the emptiness inside him. Over the next ten years he was com- 
mitted to return to the army camps for one or 3-month periods of 
service each year; in this time the simmering violence in the black 
townships erupted into riots, and he found that he was fighting a war 
in his own country. As civil war swept into the cities of South Africa, 
he became increasingly aware of the fragility of life: n l had not died 
as a soldier. I didn't know how to live ... but I didn't want to die." 

At length a friend took him to Church, where he suddenly realised 
that Jesus was offering him forgiveness for his past and a chance of 
new life - o more abundant life in his service. John dedicated his life 
to the service of his Lord. At Bible School he met his wife Tara and 
helped run crusades with Jesus Alive Ministries, and worked in the 
Goma refugee camps in the woke of the Rwandan genocide. 

Since 2000 he moved to Bristol with his wife and their three chil- 
dren, where he runs Mission Link International, with ongoing proj- 
ects in South Africa especially blankets for the poor, orphanages sup- 
port and helping the destitute through The Mission in Johannesburg. 
John led a response team to Sri Lanka after the Tsunami and as a 
result has established an orphanage that houses 10 children. 

His book paints a vivid picture of the changing world of South Africa 
over the last 40 years, and tells the inspiring story of how God 
changed a man's life and transformed his priorities. John is available 
to minister on the Love of God and to share his amazing testimony. 
Please contact 0117 977 9746 or 07779 606322 for bookings. 

Contact Rev John Delaney 
P.0. Box 2214 Bristol BS 99 7HL 
Tel:0117 977 9746 Mobile: 07779 606322 
e-mail: info@missionlinkinternational.com 

Books priced at £6.99 including 
postage in the United Kingdom 
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Youth group plans to build 
new homes in Armenia 



bv James Harper 
and Maria Alexandrou 

ST MARY’S youth group is a lively 
bunch of young people aged 10-18 
based in old Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire. Since February, we 
have been a group on a mission. 13 of 
our older members (aged 14 and above) 
are heading to Yerevan in Armenia in 
July to help with an important local 
project led by Tearfund. 17 years ago, 
the area was devastated by an earth- 
quake and even now it is still in need of 
significant help. 

Many families remain homeless and 
impoverished and we aim to make a dif- 
ference by helping to build new homes 
for these local people. We will be doing 
the basic manual labour- mixing cement, 
moving rubble, digging foundations- all 
the general dogsbody work! In addition 
to this, our evenings will involve helping 
to lead youth activities and teaching 
English to local 5-1 1 year olds. 

We will be staying with local church 
families and working closely with the 
apostolic church in the area. This should 



be a fantastic opportunity to meet new 
people and experience a totally different 
culture (and climate!). For the last few 
months we’ve been concentrating on 
raising the £800 per person required- 
it’s been a real challenge so far- some of 
our members have enjoyed the delights 
of manure-shovelling, moss-scraping 
and attempting to outwit fearsome 
hounds whilst delivering leaflets! 
However, we still need £3000 to reach 
our total so all contributions would be 
gratefully received! 

We would also really value your 
prayers for our fundraising and the suc- 
cess of the project. We hope to write a 
day-by-day diary of our experiences for 
The DOOR so that you can get a feel for 
what went on and what we achieved. We 
can’t wait to get out there and we are 
looking forward to bringing you an 
update on our progress soon 

James Harper and Maria Alexandrou are 
members of St Mary's youth group in old 
Amersham . Read about their experiences 
in the September issue of The Door , out 
on 22 August. 





make your livin’ easy 

0 CHURCH HOUSE 

BOOKSHOP 



MAILORDER: 020 7898 1300 
31 Great Smith Street London SW1P 3BN 
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Mission partner fights fever in Tanzania 




Children from the Diocese of Mount Kilimanjaro. Crosslinks is grateful to 
the Bishop of Oxford's Outreach fund for providing £1,000 towards Bible 
training and a children's worker in Tanzania and Bible training in India. To 
find oqt more about Crosslinks check out www.crosslinks.org or call 020 
8691 6111 and talk to Karen Scutt. 



A MISSION partner for interna- 
tional agency Crosslinks, Dr 
Alison Talbert has come back to 
Oxford recently from Tanzania, 
for six months home leave. 

When not visiting her support- 
ing churches around the UK she 
worships at St. Aldates in the city 
centre. Her work in Tanzania is 
at the Anglican Diocese of 
Central Tanganyika's 280 bed 
Mvumi Hospital where she is in 
charge of the children's ward and 
helps to train clinical officers. 

Since 1998 Alison has managed 
an insecticide-treated mosquito 
net (ITN) project to prevent 
malaria - the most common cause 
of admission to the hospital. In 
her last tour she has been co- 
supervising a Tanzanian PhD stu- 
dent, William Kisinza, with 
Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine. His field work involves 
studying the effect of ITNs on soft 
ticks and tick-borne relapsing 
fever (TBRF) which is prevalent in 
the area due to poor housing. 

Ninety per cent of the popula- 
tion around Mvumi is at risk of 
TBRF which is particularly 
dangerous for pregnant women 



and small children. Forty per 
cent of babies born to pregnant 
women with TBRF will die but 
little attention is paid to the dis- 
ease, overshadowed as it is by 
malaria. It is hoped that with the 
current emphasis on ITNs for 
malaria prevention and the 
Global Fund voucher scheme for 



cheap nets for pregnant women 
the two diseases can be prevent- 
ed with one intervention. 

If you would like to know 
more about Alison's work please 
check out her page at 
www.crosslinks.org/talbert or 
call Karen Scutt on 020 8691 
6111. 
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with Jan Greenough 
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COURSES TRAINING 



CONFERENCES 



WORKSHOPS 



Door 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 
and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your 
events to door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. 

The deadline for the September issue is Wednesday 10 August. 
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Fri 1 ASTON TIRROLD Meet St 
Michael’s Church 7pm for walk 
round three churches; bring picnic. 
Bookings Centre for Reflection 
01235 850423 or 812042. 

Fri 1-Sun 3 READING Churches 
Flower Festival-the Joys of Mary, 
All Saints, Downshire Sq, off Bath 
Rd 10am-5pm (12 pm Sunday), 
teas. 

Sat 2 EASTHAMPSTEAD Purple 
& Gold Fete, St Michael’s School 
Field l-5pm. 01344 453607. 

Sat 2 STEVENTON Church Fete 
Village Green 2.30pm. 

Sat 2 NEWPORT PAGNELL St 
Peter &c Paul with St Luke Church 
Fete lOam-4-pm. 

Sat 2 BICESTER Summer Fete St 
Ed burg’s Church 10am-2pm. 

Sat 2 LOWER BASILDON Music 
from the Shows, St Bartholomew’s 



Church 7.30pm. Tickets 01491 
671344, 0118 842803 or on door 

Sat 2, Sun 3 HAWRIDGE St 

Mary’s Church Patronal Festival. 
Church open 1 lam-5. 3 Opm. 

Sat 2-Thu 7 TWYFORD Water 
Works: play and pray with water St 
Mary’s Church, Station Rd 
10am-9pm. 0118 934 3909. 

Thu 7, Fri 8 TILEHURST The 

Mikado (concert version) St Mary 
Magdalen Church Hall 7.30pm. 
Programmes £5 0118 942 5290. 

Sat 9 SHOTTESBROOKE 
PARK Church Fete 1.3(M.30pm. 
Evening Picnic 6.30-9pm, music 
from Rhapsody; bring picnic. 
Tickets £6 on gate. 

Wed 13 OXFORD Oxford Retired 
Clergy Association outing to 
Dorchester Abbey 3pm. 01865 
883805 or 01993 851142. 

Sat 16 DEDDINGTON Concert 
by African children’s choir 7.30pm 
Parish Church. Tickets 01869 
337530. 

Sat 16 CUMNOR St Michael’s 
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Church Fete 2pm Vicarage garden. 
01865 861541. 

Sat 16, Sun 17 BRILL (and every 
Sat & Sun until 4 Sep) Cream teas in 
Parish Church 3-5pm. 

Sun 17 STEVENTON Evening 
service with Darby & Joan Club 
6pm. 

Sun 17 PURLEY ON THAMES 

Jim Bailey’s Extreme Worship 
Roadshow all-age event, Bucknell’s 
Meadow (nr Mapledurham Lock); 
bring picnic, park St Mary’s Church. 
0118 962 5978. 

Ttie 19 READING Oak House 
Quiet Garden, 80 Woodcote Rd, 
Caversham, open 10am-3pm 
(meditations 10.20am, 12.30pm); 
bring lunch. 0118 947 6067. 

Fri 22 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ning at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Fri 22, Sat 23 TILEHURST St 

Mary Magdalen Church: Sat- 
Patronal Festival Evensong 8pm 
with Bishop of Reading; Sun- 
Flower Festival and Gift Day 



10am-4pm. Displays, organ 
recitals, refreshments. 0118 942 
7850. 

Sat 23, Sun 24 ASTON 

ABBOTTS Festival: stalls, teas, flo- 
ral displays. Songs of Praise St 
James’ Church Sun 6pm. 

Sat 30 MILTON KEYNES 

General Knowledge Quiz Night and 
Supper, St Thomas’ Church, 
Simpson, £6. 01908 644785. 

Sun 31 STEVENTON Lammas 
Ecumenical Eucharist on Village 
Green 10.30am. 

AUGUST 

Sat 6-Mon 8 CHIEVELEY St 

Mary’s Church Flower Festival 
llam-6pm. Refreshments, produce, 
crafts. Choral Evensong Sun 6pm. 
01635 248830. 

Fri 26 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ning at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Mon 29 CHOLESBURY Haw- 
ridge & Cholesbury Churches’ Fete, 



Cholesbury Common 1.30pm. 
01494 758332. 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3-Sun 4 FARMOOR St 

Mary’s Church 70th anniversary. 
Flowers and photographs Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 2-5pm. Songs of 
Praise Sun 9.30am, Evensong with 
Bishop of Reading 6.30pm. 01865 
862994. 

Thu 8 WOUGHTON ON THE 
GREEN Lecture ‘Celebrating 
Together: Understanding the 

Ecumenical Process’. St Mary’s 
Church 8pm. 01908 665113. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 

1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 



Lectures 

* 

Christ Church Summer 
Lectures: ‘Down to Earth?* 

6 July The Desert Fathers Ralph 
Williamson 

13 July Ideals and Compromises 
Oliver O’Donovan 
20 July Will he come with 
clouds descending? Christopher 
Lewis 

3 August Is religion inherently 
violent? George Pattison 
10 Auust On Familiar Territory: 
worship material in the book of 
Revelation Marilyn Parry 
4.30pm Christ Church Cathedral 
Priory Room 

Cathedral Office 01865 27615 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 

Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is 
your name in all the world. Psalm 8:1 
In the power of the Spirit and in 
union with Christ, let us pray to the 
Father for: 

Fri 1 Wallingford Deanery. Area 
dean - Edwin Clements; synod lay 
chairman - Graham Goy; clergy - 
Lydia Cook, Clive Windebank; ecu- 
menical representative - R. Walker. 
Sat 2 Blewbury, Hagboume and 
Upton: clergy - Edwin Clements, 
Russell Dewhurst, Louise Butler; 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Dendy, Jenny Loder; pastoral assis- 
tant - Beryl Hill. 

Sun 3 Sixth Sunday after 
Trinity Thomas the Apostle 

Mon 4 Didcot All Saints (Group 
Ministry with Didcot St Peter): cler- 
gy - Andrew Coleby, Allen 
Edwards; licensed lay ministers - 
Nick Hards. Didcot St Peter: clergy 

- Edward Carter, Sister Patricia; 
licensed lay minister - Fran Childs. 
Ladygrove: vacancy. 

The 5 South Moreton with North 
Moreton, Aston Tirrold and Aston 
Upthorpe: clergy - Christopher 
Walker. 

Wed 6 Crowmarsh Gifford St 
Mary Magdalene and Newnham 
Murren, Brightwell St Agatha: 
churchwardens during the vacan- 
cies. 

Thu 7 Wallingford Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Rice, Jim Spence. 

Fri 8 Harwell with Chilton: clergy 

— Chris Stott, Jean Barton; licensed 
lay ministers - Robert Thomas, 
Steve Ward. 

Sat 9 Cholsey and Moulsford: 
clergy - Andrew Petit, Valerie 
Gibbons. 

Sun 10 Seventh Sunday after 
Trinity Organists, choirs and 
music groups, the trusts and schools 
that support church music and the 
teachers who tutor singing and 
playing instruments. The Oxford 
Diocesan Guild of Church 
Bellringers and their branches in our 
deaneries, tower captains and 
teams. 

Mon 11 Streatley: clergy - Elias 
Polomski, John Mackney. 

The 12 Newport Deanery. Give 
thanks for the growth in member- 
ship of many churches in the dean- 
ery, and pray we shall have ade- 
quate finances to meet our commit- 



ments (and not just the parish 
share!). Pray for the establishment 
of ministry teams in all the benefices 
of the deanery, and for more people 
to come forward for training. Pray 
also for the strengthening of new 
initiatives amongst children and 
young people, and for vision for fur- 
ther fresh expressions. Area dean - 
Ian Pusey; synod lay chairman - 
Rod Cannon; ecumenical represen- 
tative - A. Slee. 

Wed 13 Gate: clergy - Alexander 
Murdoch; licensed lay minister - 
Geoff Morris. 

Thu 14 Hanslope with 
Castlethorpe: clergy - Gary 

Ecclestone; licensed lay minister - 
Eric Dodworth, Ann Foakes. 

Fri 15 Lamp: clergy - Ian Pusey, 
Harold Lowndes; licensed lay min- 
isters - Priscilla Parry, Andrew 
Geary. 

Sat 16 Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe: clergy - 
John Lewis, Lisa Cornwell, Glynis 
Bell; licensed lay ministers - Mervyn 
Evans, C. Taylor. 

Sun 17 Eighth Sunday after 
Trinity All who offer an opportuni- 
ty for spiritual refreshment and 
reflection — spiritual directors, 
retreat and quiet day leaders - and 
the places provided as sanctuaries of 
stillness. 

Mon 18 Olney: clergy Philip 
Davies, Val Reveley; licensed lay 
ministers - Rena Partridge, Ruth 
Ayling. 

Tile 19 Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and 
Newton Blossomville: clergy - 
Christa Cerratti, James Tomkins. 
Wed 20 Sherington with 
Chicheley, North Crawley, 
Astwood and Hardmead: clergy - 
Maurice Stanton-Saringer; licensed 
lay ministers - John Fielding, 
Pauline Stanton-Saringer, Pam 
Fielding. 

Thu 21 Wantage Deanery. Area 
dean - John Salter; synod lay chair- 
man - Nigel Baring; clergy - deaf 
chaplain Roger Williams, Antonia 
Cretney; licensed lay ministers - Sue 
Sowden, Sister Elizabeth Anne. 

Fri 22 Mary Magdalene. Grove 
St John the Baptist: clergy - John 
Robertson; part-time youth worker 
- Rob Foster. 

Sat 23 Hanney, Denchworth and 



East Challow: clergy - Anthony 
Hogg, Stephen James. 

Sun 24 Ninth Sunday after 
Trinity Non-stipendiary ministers 
and their means of financial suport, 
the bishop’s officers and area con- 
venors. 

Mon 25 James, Apostle. 

Ridgeway: clergy - Alan Wadge, 
Adrian Hopwood, Nicholas 
Cheeseman; parish sister - Susie 
Martin; lay pastor - K. Hall. 

TTies 26 Wantage SS Peter and 
Paul: clergy - John Salter; parish sis- 
ter - Barbara Noreen. 

Wed 27 Wantage Downs: clergy - 
Rita Ball, Jean Page. 

Thu 28 Accredited and lay minis- 
ters, their advisers and associations. 
Fri 29 Bishop’s officers and advis- 
ers, diocesan advisers and their 
teams. 

Sat 30 Non-parochial clergy. 

Sun 31 Tenth Sunday after 
Trinity Those who provide pas- 
toral care and practical support for 
the clergy and lay workers both 
during service and in retirement. 

AUGUST 

As you therefore have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, rooted and built up in 
him and established in the faith, just as 
you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving. Colossians 2:6 
Mon 1 Those who work that oth- 
ers may take holidays, volunteers 
and temporary staff who provide 
cover and care during their absence. 
Employees in the travel and tourism 
industries. 

T\ie 2 Wendover Deanery. We 
give thanks to God for the rich 
diversity of ministry opportunities 
within the busy village centres and 
the quieter rural communities, 
recognising the beauty of God’s cre- 
ation in the world and the relation- 
ships we enjoy. We pray for God's 
blessing on all the endeavours tak- 
ing place through Christian min- 
istries, in particular the two main 
summer clubs, Lighthouse in Great 
Missenden, and Jigsaw in Weston 
Turville, as well as the ongoing 
work through the church High 
Street shop in Wendover. May 
God’s love be made known in all 
that is done around this deanery. 
Area dean - Mark Deamley; synod 



lay chairman - D. Perrett; clergy - 
Kevan Royle. 

Wed 3 Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp: 
clergy - Alan Bennett. 

Thu 4 Ellesborough, The Kimbles 
and Stoke Mandeville: clergy - 
Tony Willis, Douglas Freeman. 

Fri 5 Great Missenden, Little 
Hampden and Ballinger: clergy -” 
Rosie Harper; licensed lay minister 

- Patricia Neale. 

Sat 6 Transfiguration of our 
Lord. Hawridge with Cholesbury 
and St Leonards: clergy - David 
Burgess, Ivor Cornish. The Lee St 
John the Baptist: clergy - David 
Burgess, Ivor Cornish. 

Sun 7 Eleventh Sunday after 
Trinity Children of the diocese and 
the officers responsible for advising, 
training and education in schools 
and through parish programmes, 
the camps and activity events pro- 
vided by churches during the school 
holidays. 

Mon 8 Little Missenden: clergy - 
John Simpson; licensed lay minister 

- G. Beynon. 

"ftie 9 Prestwood and Great 
Hampden: clergy - Mark 

Mowforth, Paul Smith, Kay 
Watters; licensed lay minister - 
Audrey Hewison. 

Wed 10 Wendover St Mary and 
Halton St Michael and All Angels: 
clergy - Mark Deamley, Emma 
Coley, Bernard Roberts; licensed lay 
minister - Ruth Deamley. 

Thu 11 Weston Turville St Mary 
the Virgin: clergy - David Wales, 
Susan Fellows. 

Fri 12 Milton Keynes Deanery. 
The mission partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Churches Council: 
chairman - Mandy Marriot; ecu- 
menical moderator - Mary Cotes; 
director of training Peter Ballantine. 
Area dean - Mandy Marriott; asso- 
ciate area dean - Tim Norwood; 
synod lay chairman - Paul Bright; 
sector team clergy - Stephen 
Norrish, Graham Ghaleb, Graeme 
Skipsey, Ruth Walker-Singh, 
Stephen Heap; licensed lay ministers 

- Peggy Faithfull, Robin Rowles, 
Richard Catherall. St John’s 
District: lay pastors - O. Hermes, R 
Catherall. 

Sat 13 Bletchley St Mary: clergy - 
Mike Archer; Catherine Butt, Mark 



Adams, Janet Lawrence; children’s 
worker - Mark Griffiths; lay pastor 

- P. Bates. 

Sun 14 TWelfth Sunday after 
Trinity Those whose work or 
recreation is linked with the many 
water features in the diocese, for 
their safety in, and care of, the envi- 
ronment. 

Mon 15 Blessed Virgin Mary 

Waddon Way Church Local 
Ecumenical Partnership: * clergy - 
Alan Bird; lay pastors - Peter Cutler, 
Sue Gibbs, Ken Pitkethly. 

The 16 Fenny Stratford St Martin: 
clergy - Victor Bullock, Ian 
Thomas. 

Wed 17 Milton Keynes Christ the 
Cornerstone Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - David Tatem, 
Kevin McGinnell, Beverley Hollins; 
licensed lay minister - Marian 
Ballance. 

Thu 18 Stantonbury and Willen 
Team Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Judy Rose. 
Great Linford St Andrew and 
Giffard Park and Blakelands 
Community Church: clergy - Peter 
Ballantine; licensed lay minister - 
Arthur Chadwick. Bradwell 
Church, St Lawrence and 
Methodist Chapel: clergy - Andy 
Jowitt. Downs Bam, The Cross and 
Stable: clergy - Paul Smith. 
Stantonbury Christ Church 
(Ecumenical): Baptist lay preacher - 
Margaret Prisk: Methodist local 
preacher - Ruth Walker-Singh; 
licensed lay ministers - Cis Jones. 
New Bradwell St James: clergy - 
Chris Collinge; licensed lay minister 

- Barry Fleming. 

Fri 19 Calverton All Saints: clergy 

- Ross Northing, Giles Pinnock; 
Church Army - Sister Janet 
Northing. Stony Stratford St Mary 
and St Giles: clergy - Ross 
Northing, Giles Pinnock; Church 
Army - Sister Janet Northing; 
licensed lay ministers - Paul Norris, 
Tony Stanyer, Alison Wale. 

Sat 20 Walton. Walton Team 
Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - David Lunn. 
Kents Hill Christ the King: clergy - 
Stuart Dennis. Milton Keynes 
Village All Saints: clergy - Susan 
Jackson. Waverdon Assumption of 
BVM: clergy - David Lunn. Water 
Eaton Local Ecumenical 



Partnership: clergy - Mandy 

Marriott, Christopher Bell. 

Sun 21 Thirteenth Sunday 
after Trinity Those with exami- 
nation results this summei; that they 
will have wise guidance and support 
with their choices. 

Mon 22 Woughton Team Ministry 
Local Ecumenical Partnership: cler- 
gy - Kevin McGarahan, Duncan 
Barnes, David Rudiger: licensed lay 
minister - Mike Davidge. New 
Bradwell Methodist: clergy - 

Margaret Goodall. Willen St Mary 
Magdalene: clergy - Paul Smith. 
Woughton on the Green St Mary: 
clergy - Duncan Barnes. Simpson St 
Thomas; chaplain to people at work 
- Ian Parker. Christ the Vine 
Community Church: clergy - David 
Rudiger. Fishermead: clergy - Janet 
Conway. Woolstones Holy Trinity: 
clergy - Kevin McGarahan. 

Tue 23 Watling Valley Team 
Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Richard Davis, 
Tim Norwood, Mike Morris, 
Pauline Hardy, Pauline Barnes, Neil 
Eldridge; licensed lay minister - 
Phyllis Bunnett. 

Wed 24 Bartholomew the 
Apostle Wolverton: clergy Jeremy 
Trigg. 

Thu 25 Diocesan ecumenical offi- 
cers and the many ways the fullness 
of unity in Christ’s Church can be 
sought and promoted. 

Fri 26 The diocesan administrators 
who provide the foundation for 
effective service. 

Sat 27 Activities and networks 
that link church with statutory and 
voluntary agencies. • 

Sun 28 Fourteenth Sunday 
after Trinity Effective communi- 
cations within the diocese, in the 
deaneries, between parishes and 
within each church, and for those 
who resource links through all 
media, especially The Door and 
web sites. 

Mon 29 All who maintain the 
church buildings, churchyards and 
cemeteries: cleaners, gardeners, 
craftsmen ... 

TUe 30 All who prepare churches 
for worship: vergers, sacristans, 
servers, flower arrangers. 

Wed 31 The members of prayer 
groups and those who use The 
Door prayer diary. 
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Keith Ward’s theology 



Exploring spirituality from the ‘ground-up’ 



bv Keith Lamdin 

COMPARATIVE Theology, 
Essays for Keith Ward illus- 
trates wonderfully the extent 
of Keith Ward’s work and the 
high respect with which he is 
held. This book has essays 
from experts in a wide range of 
fields, each of them reflecting 
on their own work in reference 
to Keith Ward’s. And each of 
them indicating the significance 
that Keith has had on contem- 
porary thought in this area. 

Keith Ward writes both in 
Comparative Theology, and in 
his book What the Bible Really 
Teaches, A Challenge for 
Fundamentalists with clarity, 
wit and passion. He acknowl- 
edges that his conversion to 
Christianity and his subsequent 
spiritual experiences are com- 
pletely contained within the 
Evangelical tradition of the 
Church but his intellectual, 
rational rigour takes him to 
many places that Evangelicals 
would be nervous about. He 
sets out principles for biblical 
interpretation and then sets out 
chapters on the main themes: 



salvation, evil and divine love, 
sin and grace, the sacrifice of 
Jesus, the resurrection, judge- 
ment and the moral law. Each 
of these chapters is both an 
explicit and well targeted 
attack on those whom he calls 
Fundamentalists and whom he 
believes use the Bible in com- 
pletely unbiblical ways to justi- 
fy particular points of view. 

If you can deal with the 
polemic which no doubt some 
people will enormously enjoy 
this is a provocative and pro- 
foundly helpful book for any 
who wish to claim that they 
stand four square on the 
authority of scripture with 
quite different conclusions to 
others who claim with more 
strident voices that everything 
they say is biblical! 

The Revd Keith Lamdin is diocesan 
director of Stewardship, Training ; 
Evangelism and Ministry 
Comparative Theology Essays 
for Keith Ward edited byTW 
Bartel, is published by SPCK 
What the Bible Really Teaches: 
A Challenge for 
Fundamentalists by Keith 
Ward also published by SPCK 



bv Richard Thomas 
HAVE you ever wondered, if 
you were born in a different 
country, whether you would 
have had a different religion? 
And if you had, whether you 
would feel the need to convert 
to Christianity? Alex Wright, 
publisher and theologian, sets 
out to reflect on the nature of 
spiritual truth. Like so many 
people today, he is uncom- 
fortable staying within the 
protective wall of received 
Christian doctrine. A global 
economy points to a world 
outside the Christian enclave, 
and demands a bigger spiri- 
tual horizon. Alex explores 
spirituality from the ground 
up. He is an excellent theolo- 
gian, and the ground he 
explores so intimately and so 
well is his own experience, an 
experience that, like that of so 
many people today, embraces 
a variety of truths, rather than 
a single truth. 

It is quite wrong to call this 
book ‘secular theology’, as 
some have done. ‘Despite all 
the suffering and pain in this 



world,’ writes Alex, ‘... I have 
always accepted that there is 
a meaning at the heart of 
things, a fundamental sen- 
tience independent of cre- 
ation itself which though 
invisible to our senses 
remains emotionally and psy- 
chologically discernable.’ 

This would probably be the 

'This is a book that 
anyone who wishes 
to explore their 
own faith more 
fully, and who also 
wishes to walk 
alongside others 
who are also on a 
journey of 
exploration, should 
read and treasure' 

starting point for very large 
numbers of people who come 
to our churches. They are 
uncomfortable with a 



Christianity that claims a sin- 
gle exclusive truth. Rather, 
they hold a number of 'truths' 
that do not fit neatly into any 
systematic theology. Alex 
takes four themes following 
the growth of awareness from 
childhood to mature adult: 
Self and World, Loss, Love, 
and Fulfilment. All are 
exquisitely explored from his 
own experience. In many 
ways, though I expect Alex 
would reject this, his theology 
is similar to that of 
Moltmann, who also reflects 
profoundly on the absence of 
God. ‘God can often seem far 
away and undetectable to 
prayer and contemplation. 
But perhaps it is as much in 
his absence as his presence 
that he shows to us his real 
face. In affliction and the 
endurance of adversity, God is 
with us.’ 

The journey that Alex takes 
us on is one of beauty and 
delight. Because it is so pro- 
foundly ‘his story’, and 
because the journey only real- 
ly started for him when he 



was rejected by a Christian 
publishing house (and the 
anger and pain of that rejec- 
tion is really the starting point 
of this exploration), one has 
the sense that the journey has 
only just begun. But, as he 
says, ‘True fulfilment may 
come over a period of many 
years, and should not be 
sought necessarily just in one 
location or within the con- 
finement of a short period of 
‘satisfactions’. 

This is a book that anyone 
who wishes to explore their 
own faith more fully, and who 
also wishes to walk alongside 
others who are also on a jour- 
ney of exploration, should 
read and treasure. 

The Revd Richard Thomas is 
communications director for 
the Diocese of Oxford 
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Befriending death, living well 



bv Michael Brierlev 
IF you think that death makes 
for morbid reading, then you 
need to read this book. For 
one of its messages is that we 
begin to die from the moment 
we are born, and that we need 
to prepare for death during 
life, to ‘practise dying’, if we 
are to die well. 

James Woodward, who was 
Bishop Richard Harries’ first 
chaplain, is well-placed to lead 
thinking about death and dying: 
he spent a year as an auxiliary 
nurse at St Christopher’s Hospice, 
south London, and is now found- 
ing director of a centre in the 



Midlands for the study of age- 
ing, spirituality and social policy. 
He was for several years chaplain 
to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
in Birmingham, and has a book 
on illness to his name. 

One of the characteristic 
strengths of his writing is the 
space given to different voices 
which talk about the subject 
from a personal angle, and 
which root the discussion in the 
reality of diversity and people’s 
lived experiences. Another 
strength of this book is its 
recurrent attention to the prac- 
ticalities of death and dying. 
Yet a third strength is that the 



perspective of faith is not 
assumed, or intrusive, but 
unapologetically present, and 
offered as a resource. This 
means that the book may be as 
useful to someone uncommit- 
ted to Christian faith as to 
someone committed, whether 
facing the death of a loved 
one, or facing death them- 
selves, or simply endeavour- 
ing to embrace the reality of 
death more honestly and cre- 
atively ‘in the midst of life’. 
The Revd Michael Brierley is 
chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford 
Befriending Death by James 
Woodward, published by SPCK 




WYCLIFFE HALL 



OX FOR I) 



An international centre for evangelical and 
Anglican Christian life and study in the 
University of Oxford. 



We are recruiting for three full-time positions 

ADMISSIONS OFFICER 
DEVELOPMENT & EVENTS MANAGER 
FINANCE ASSISTANT 



For further details please contact: 
Mrs Clare Backhouse, Principal’s PA 
Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Road 
Oxford 0X2 6PW 

clare.backhouse@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 



Applications close on Friday 15 July 2005 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
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Oxford Aunts Core 

^ Established 1967 > 



Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several months 

For further details please contact 



I find it hard to 
believe that it has 
been a year since 
I started work in 
the Parish, and 
that, therefore, 
this is my last article for the 
Door. In looking forward to 
my priesting and reflecting 
back over the past year I am 
struck by how much I have 
learnt. The sources for this 
learning have been many 
and varied, but come not 
least from invaluable 
encounters with individuals 
in the congregation. 

I have been personally, 
spiritually and emotionally 
challenged by hearing peo- 
ple’s life stories, faith stories. 
Earlier this week I spent time 
with one of the members of 
St Mary’s congregation who 
has been crippled with juve- 
nile arthritis since childhood. 
She has now all but lost the 
use of her hands and, as a 
side effect to her medica- 
tions, has paper-thin skin 
which rips at the slightest 
knock. She is in a lot of pain 
most of the time and yet said 
to me, ‘The thing is, Em, I 
really am very lucky.* Lucky, 
she went on to explain 
because of the support of her 
church family but most of 
all, she said, because of the 
presence of God in her life. 

What a challenge! What a 




Em Coley 



VIEW FROM THE 
PARISH 



plaining and 
critical tenden- 
cies. What a lot 
I have to learn 
from someone 
like her. It is a 



privilege to be allowed to 
share in people’s fives like 
this, and this is perhaps what 
I have found most rewarding 
about my ministry so far. 

The year ahead offers its 
own challenges and potential 
learning experiences; taking 
on the duties of a priest and 
not least becoming a mum in 
November. (Just as an aside, 

I was tickled by a comment 
made to me by a member of 
one of our residential homes 
this week. ‘God bless you,’ 
she said, ‘and all who sail in 
you!’) I continue to be 
daunted, yet excited and 
inspired by the opportunities 
I believe God has for me. 

Not just as I serve the rest of 
my curacy here in Wendover, 
but also my ministry in the 
years beyond, and I hold 
firm to God’s promise, appli- 
cable to all of us: 

‘For I know the plans I 
have for you,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a 
future.’ (Jeremiah 29:11) 



contrast to our often com- 



Em Coley will continue to 
write for the Door on other 
issues. 



Our visit to 



Godly Play 



Jennifer Willis, aged 13, from Little Milton Sunday School, 
shares her experiences of a visit to the new Godly Play 
classroom in Abingdon. If you would like to use the room, 
contact Jenny Hyson, children's adviser, on 01865 208255. 



ONE Sunday, Little Milton 
Sunday School went to the 
Godly Play room. We arrived 
outside the church with time 
to spare. We all played in the 
garden while the service fin- 
ished and had lunch sitting 
together in a big circle in the 
sun. Then, after another few 
games which everyone joined 
in (including the teachers!), 
we went into the building. 

After reaching the top of 
the wooden stairs we slipped 
off our shoes and listened to 
what Becky from Godly Play 
said. She told us about being 
calm on the outside but also 
on the inside as well. She also 
told us that we ought to be 
quiet because someone in the 
room might be talking to 



God. We went in . and met 
Jenny. The room was very 
nice, there was a focal shelf 
which had the family of God 
on it and other items such as 
a cross. We sat in the circle 
waiting for everyone to come 




'Godly Play is a 
new, fun way of 
teaching which is 
good for all ages as 
it allows everyone 
to join in' 



The Sunday School outside the Godly Play classroom in Abingdon. 



in. Then the day really began. 

We saw the churches clock 
which marked off all the dif- 
ferent times, such as Easter 
and Pentecost. We had come 




Inside the Godly play classroom at Trinity Methodist and United 
Reformed Church in Abingdon 



on Pentecost and so the first 
thing we did was change all 
the colours in the room from 
clean white to the deep red 
which symbolizes the Holy 
♦Spirit. After that we were 
shown a Godly Play about the 
life of Jesus and his family. 
Although it was one we 
already knew, there were 
things in it which we found 
interesting and new at the 
same time. It was also good 
because you could see the 
story in front of you while it 
was being told, We then saw 
another Godly Play about the 
Holy Spirit. I really enjoyed 
this story because it was dif- 
ferent and set out in a new 
way. The other good thing 
was you could see the apos- 
tle’s symbols, such as money 
bags, etc. Then we had an arts 
and crafts session in which we 
all made something or if you 
were younger you could listen 
to some stories in the desert. 
Everyone had something to 



take home, because of the 
wide range of activities and 
materials, this was great fun. 

The day drew to a close and i 



we finished it with a snack 



and some prayers. Lastly, we 
all had a blessing from Jenny 
and a final goodbye. It was a 
great day in which I learnt a 
lot. I enjoyed it because Godly 
Play is a new fun way of 
teaching which is good for all 
ages as it allows everyone to 
join in. 

Thanks Godly Play! 

Some other comments from 
other members of Little 
Milton Sunday School after 
their visit: 



i 



The Godly Play classroom is 
packed with things to make 
and do, I made a multi 
coloured dove. Katie Pennick 



I felt it was a special place for 
God. Leah Jones 

You were allowed to touch 
everything, which made it 
really fun. George Dennis y 10 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 



AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



To Advertise Here, 
Call 

0207 417 5833 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Tn your presence there is 
fulness of joy 1 Psalm 16:11 




by David Winter 



Those who think of the Old 
Testament as a rather grim 
set of writings featuring a 
God of judgment, a spot of 
ethnic cleansing and gallons 
of bloodshed might be sur- 
prised to learn that its most 
common abstract noun is 
‘joy’. Some of this joy is fair- 
ly manic, it’s true - celebra- 
tions of conquests over 
detested enemies, sundry reli- 
gious festivals, royal corona- 
tions and so on. On such 
occasions the noise must 
have been deafening - for a 
taster try Psalm 150! 

However, as the lovely 
words above suggest, there is 
another kind of joy in its 
pages too. This is the joy of 
faith, a joy which is a quality 
of fife rather than a response 
to events or feelings. It’s a joy 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



grounded in the nature of 
God himself. The Psalter sees 
it as the proper approach to 
worship: ‘then I will go to the 
altar of God, to God my 
exceeding joy’ (Psalm 43:4). 
In fact, joy bursts out of the 
psalms at every turn. ‘Glad 
with the joy of your pres- 
ence’, ‘the joy of all the 
earth’, ‘the trees of the forest 
sing for joy’, ‘shout to God 
with loud songs of joy’. It 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism,a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Old Words, New Life. 



would seem that the worship 
of the temple, while in its 
own terms solemn and awe- 
some, was also exceedingly 
joyful. Perhaps that’s a lesson 
to us in our disagreements 
about traditional and ‘happy- 
clappy’ worship. 

The people of biblical 
times lived, for the most part, 
hard fives. They worked 
hard, they were dependent on 
the harvest, they knew 
hunger, famine, war and 
pestilence. Despite this, the 
genuine note of joy in so 
much of their worship and 
praise must rebuke those of 
us who five in softer times, 
yet always seem more ready 
to blame God for our prob- 
lems, even when largely self- 
inflicted, than to praise him 
for our blessings. 

Abridged from his new book 
Old Words, New Life (BRF 
£6.99) 




Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 




3 Malihouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 











